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Rainer Münz is Head of Basic Research (Erste Group), Head of the Board of Erste School of Banking and 

Finance (Erste Group) and Senior Fellow at the Hamburg Institute of International Economics (HWWI). He 

is an expert on population change, international migration and demographic aging, their economic impact 

and their implications for retail banking and social security systems. He studied at Vienna University, where 

he earned his PhD in 1978. In 1979 he joined the Austrian Academy of Sciences. Until 1992 he was director 

of the Institute of Demography at the Austrian Academy of Science. Between 1992 and 2003 he was head of 

the Department of Demography at Humboldt University, Berlin. He was visiting professor at the Universities 

of Bamberg (1986), University of California at Berkeley (1986, 1989, 1997-98), Frankfurt (1988), Klagenfurt 

(1996, 1998), Vienna (2001-02) and Zurich (1992). He also was Senior Research Fellow at the Department 

of Mathematics of Finance, Technical University Vienna (2001-2002). Currently he teaches at the University 

of St. Gallen. 

 

Rainer Münz has worked as consultant for the European Commission, the OECD and the World Bank. He 

served as an advisor to the Greek (2003), Dutch (2004) and Slovene (2008) EU presidencies. In 2000-01 he 

was member of the German commission on immigration reform (Süssmuth commission). Between 2008 and 

2010 he was Member of the high level “Reflection Group Horizon 2020-2030” of the European Union (so-

called “EU Group of the Wise”). 

 

Rainer Münz is member of several boards and advisory boards; among them: Brussels Institute for European 

and Global Economic Affairs (Bruegel, Brussels), Centre for Migration, Integration and Citizenship at 

Oxford University (COMPAS, Oxford, UK), European Policy Centre (Brussels), European Forum Alpbach, 

Institute for the Danube Region and Central Europe (IDM, Vienna), International Metropolis Project 

(Ottawa-Amsterdam), SOT Accountants (Vienna-Graz-Munich), VBV Pension Insurance (Vienna), STUWO 

AG (Vienna), Vienna City Museum (Vienna), World Demographic and Aging Forum (WDA, St. Gallen). 

 

His books include: 

 

 Temporary and circular migration: opportunities and challenges. Brussels 2011 (EPC; with Sheena 

McLoughlin). 

 System Changes in South Eastern Europe: Social, Political and Demographic Consequences. Vienna 

2009 (IDM; with Heinz Fassmann and Dieter Segert). 

 Overcrowded World? Global Population and International Migration. London-New York 2009 

(House Publ.; with Albert. F. Reiterer). 

 Costs and Benefits of Immigration to Europe. Hamburg 2006 (HWWI), Paris 2006 (OECD; with 

Thomas Straubhaar, Florin Vadean, Nadia Vadean). 

 Labour Migrants Unbound? EU Enlargement, Transitional Measures and Labour Market Effects. 

Stockholm 2005 (Institute for Futures Studies; with Kristof Tamas). 
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 Challenges and Opportunities of International Migration for the EU, Its Member States, 

Neighboring Countries and Regions. Washington DC 2004 (World Bank), Stockholm 2004 

(Institute for Futures Studies; with Robert Holzmann). 

 Diasporas and Ethnic Migrants. Germany, Israel and Post-Soviet Successor States in Comparative 

Perspective. London-Portland 2003 (Frank Cass; with Rainer Ohliger). 

 Paths to Inclusion: The Integration of Migrants in the United States and Germany. Providence/RI-

Oxford 1998 (Berghahn Books; with Peter Schuck). 

 Migrants, Refugees, and Foreign Policy. Providence/RI-Oxford 1997 (Berghahn Books; with Myron 

Weiner). 
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