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Foreword
The objective of the World Policy Conference (WPC), which convened for the first time in Evian, 
France, in October 2008, is to contribute to redefining and reconstructing global governance. The 2009 
edition in Marrakech, Morocco, whose format was intentionally more compact, had the same aim and 
thus brought together 110 key figures from 34 countries. 

The information and communication technologies revolution has led to an unprecedented increase in 
interdependence in every field. But monitoring and decision-making systems have not kept up, hence 
the financial crisis that began in 2007. International institutions and States finally took measures that 
prevented the worst scenarios from materialising. And yet world governance nonetheless remains extre-
mely fragile in both the economic and political fields, the latter being still adversely affected by ongoing 
tragedies such as the Israeli-Palestinian and Kashmir conflicts. Owing to the crisis, a consensus has 
emerged that the primacy of States should be asserted. However, on a case-by-case basis, States must 
rely on other stakeholders as well. 

We had initially based the WPC on this concept, probably because we had had a premonition of what 
was to come. To improve global governance, we must leave no stone unturned. In addition to economic, 
financial and security issues (in the broadest sense), other issues include, for example, energy, climate 
change, water, food and health. Each of these issues poses technical challenges, but no lasting progress 
can ever be made without transcending ideological differences and without deepening “intercultural 
dialogue.” This seemingly commonplace concept refers, in fact, to the very essence of the governance 
question. In my opinion, this is one of the main conclusions of the Marrakech conference. How to 
achieve this “dialogue” in practice remains to be seen. 

The second WPC yielded a rich harvest of analyses and constructive ideas. It again showed that, in an 
appropriate setting, men and women of good will may be capable of putting the public interest before 
private interests for the benefit of all humanity and for the long term. 

I wish to warmly thank all the participants for their contributions, as well as those who made this won-
derful conference possible, especially our Moroccan friends for their exceptional generosity.

I hope to see all of you at the third WPC on 14-17 October 2010 in Mazagan.

Thierry de Montbrial
PRESIDENT aND FOuNDER

FEBRuaRY 2010
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Programme

FRIDaY, OcTOBER 30

 19:30 Cocktail 

 20:30 Dinner debate 
    with Nambaryn Enkhbayar (former President of Mongolia)

SaTuRDaY, OcTOBER 31

 8:30 - 9:30 Opening session 

  Reading of the Royal Message from His Majesty King Mohammed VI

  Opening speech by Thierry de Montbrial
  (President and Founder of the WPC)

  Message from Kofi Annan (Seventh Secretary-General of the United Nations)

 9:30 - 11:00 Session 1

  “Architecture of Political Governance”
 Introducers: Nambaryn Enkhbayar (former President of Mongolia), 
  Han Seung-Soo (former Prime Minister of Republic of Korea), 
  Hubert Védrine (former French Foreign Minister), 
  Robert Blackwill (Senior Fellow & Senior Advisor to the President, 
   RAND Corporation; former United States Ambassador to India)

 Moderator: Steve Erlanger (The New York Times)

 11:00 - 11:30 Coffee break

 11:30 - 12:45 Session 2 

  “Macro-economic Governance”
 Introducers: Fathallah Oualalou (President, Commune urbaine de Rabat, 
   former Finance Minister of Morocco), 
   Arkady Dvorkovich (Sherpa to President Dmitry Medvedev), 
   Yoichi Otabe (Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
   G8 Sherpa, Japan), 
   Wolfgang Munchau (Associate Editor of the Financial Times, 
   Director of Eurointelligence Advisor Limited)

 Moderator: Jacques Mistral (Head of Economic Research at Ifri)

 12:45 - 15:00 Lunch debate 
  with Han Seung-Soo (former Prime Minister of Republic of Korea)

 15:00 - 16:15 Session 3 

   “The Future of Capitalism”
 Introducers: Lionel Zinsou (Firm’s Chairman and Chief Executive  
  of the Private Equity firm PAI), 
   Tommaso Padoa-Schioppa (former Italian Minister  
  of Economy and Finance), 
   Jeffry Frieden (Professor at Harvard University’s  
  Department of Government)

 Moderator: Jean-Pierre Elkabbach (President of the Lagardère News)

 16:15 - 16:45 Coffee break

  16:45 - 18:15 Session 4

  “Energy and Climate”
 Introducers: Richard Bradley (Senior Manager for Climate Change  
  and Energy Efficiency at the IEA), 
   Anil Razdan (former Power Secretary, Government of India), 
   Manoelle Lepoutre (Director of Sustainable Development  
  and Environment, TOTAL), 
   William Ramsay (Director of the Ifri Energy Program,  
  former Deputy Executive Director of the IEA)

 Moderator: Alexei Pushkov (Director of the Institute of Contemporary  
  International Problems at the Diplomatic Academy in Moscow)

 18:15 - 18:45 Mini-session I 

  “Migrations”
 Speaker: Pierre Morel (Special Representative for Central Asia  
  and for the Crisis in Georgia, EU)

 Discussant: Jean Paul Guevara Ávila (Director-General of Bilateral Relations,  
  Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Plurinational State of Bolivia)

 20:00 - 22:00 Dinner debate 
  with Jean-David Levitte (Diplomatic Advisor and  
  Sherpa to President Nicolas Sarkozy)
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SuNDaY, NOvEmBER 1

 9:00 - 10:45 Session 5

  “Security”
 Introducers: Meir Sheetrit (Member of Knesset, former Interior Minister of Israel), 
   Yutaka Iimura (Special Envoy of the Government of Japan  
  for the Middle East and Europe), 
   Sergei Karaganov (Chairman of the Presidium of the Council  
  on Foreign and Defense Policy in Moscow), 
   Dominique Moïsi (Special Advisor to Ifri)

 Moderator: Quentin Peel (Financial Times)

 10:45 - 11:45 Session 6

  “Economic and Financial Regulations”
 Introducers: Kemal Derviş (Vice President and Director of  
  Global Economy and Development Program at Brookings Institution,  
  former Turkish Minister for Economic Affairs and the Treasury), 
   Nicolas Véron (Research Fellow at Bruegel, Brussels)

 Moderator: Jacques Mistral (Head of Economic Research at Ifri)

 11:45 - 12:15 Coffee break

 12:15 - 13:30 Session 7

  “International Law”
 Introducers: Celso Lafer (Professor of Philosophy of law at University of São Paulo,  
  former Foreign Minister of Brazil), 
   Serge Sur (Professor at University of Paris II – Panthéon-Assas), 
   Assia Bensalah Alaoui (Ambassador-at-Large, Kingdom of Morocco)

 Moderator: Philippe Moreau Defarges (Senior Fellow and Co-director of RAMSES at Ifri)

 13:30 - 15:30 Lunch debate 
  with Amr Moussa (Secretary-General of the League of Arab States)

 15:30 - 17:00 Session 8

   “Health and the Environment”
 Introducers: José Ángel Córdova Villalobos (Health Minister  
  of the United States of Mexico), 
   Cherif Rahmani (Algerian Minister for Planning,  
  Environment, and Tourism), 
   Bruno Lafont (Chairman and CEO of Lafarge), 
   Thomas Wellauer (Head Corporate Affairs and  
  Executive Member of Novartis)

 Moderator: Dominique Moïsi (Special Advisor to Ifri)

 17:00 - 17:30 Coffee break

  17:30 - 18:45 Session 9 

  “Water, Agriculture and Food”
 Introducers: Michel Camdessus (former Managing Director of the IMF,  
  Honorary Governor of Banque de France), 
   Christian Bréchot (Vice President for Medical Scientific Affairs,  
  Mérieux Alliance), 
   Louise Fresco (Professor, University of Amsterdam)

 Moderator: Philippe Moreau Defarges (Senior Fellow and  
  Co-director of RAMSES at Ifri)

 18:45 - 19:15 Mini-session II 

  “The Role of Regions in Globalisation”
 Speaker: Jordi Pujol (former President of the Generalitat de Catalunya)

 Discussant: Moulay Driss Mdaghri (President, Association marocaine  
  d’intelligence économique, AMIE)

 19:15 - 19:45 Conclusions 
  Thierry de Montbrial, President and Founder of the WPC

 21:00 Gala dinner

 Speech 1: Taïeb Fassi Fihri (Minister for Foreign Affairs and Co-operation,  
  Kingdom of Morocco)

 Speech 2: Michael Posner (Assistant Secretary of State for Democracy,  
  Human Rights and Labor, USA, Founder and President  
  of Human Rights First)

 Speech 3: Samuel Kaplan (American Ambassador to Morocco)
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His Majesty King Mohammed VI
Speech delivered by Mohamed Moâtassim, Counsellor of His Majesty, Kingdom of Morocco

“Ensuring peace and stability requires genuine governance based on justice and discipline. The reference here is to 
setting up a “universal society” based on bottom-up, participatory decision-making processes, the development of an in-
ternational policy forum and the adoption of spiritual parameters, such as niyya, which refers, in Islam, to a fundamental 
dimension involving a dynamic interplay between intention, sincerity and faith. (…) We have to make sure everyone is 
actively involved in this global trend; all players, all countries –big and small– should rally around an unprecedented, inspi-
ring project: that of building a “universal society” which helps us reconnect with the spirit of the Enlightenment, as seen by 
Emmanuel Kant, and with the work of Ibn Khaldun, the first theoretician of the international history of civilizations.”
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Thierry de Montbrial
President and Founder of the WPC

“What we are seeking to do today –by “we,” I mean the World Policy Conference, but also anyone working on the 
issue of governance– is to achieve a practicable and realistic approximation of the plan for perpetual peace: that old concept 
that, as you said, is associated with illustrious names. (…) We want to help develop a concrete and realistic version of this 
concept. This is a vital challenge because, if we fail to adapt our coordination structures to a world that is changing rapidly, 
and even too rapidly, we will experience systemic crises the likes of which the recent economic and financial crisis would 
only be a preview of things to come.”



Kofi Annan
Seventh Secretary-general of the United Nations,   
Recorded speech

“Ladies and gentlemen, it is a great pleasure to join you today, 
even though it is from a distance. You have assembled in Marrakech  
to discuss some of the most important issues of our times. Events of 
the last year have shown quite dramatically how interconnected our 
world has become. They have also demonstrated the need for far- 
reaching reform of the institutional mechanisms used to govern 
our increasing interdependence. The financial crisis and its after-
math are, if anything, a clear wake-up call to make our governance  
systems more democratic, supportive, and effective, and until all world 
powers are included in the way we deal with issues like the economic 
downturn, trade and climate change, our institutions will lack the  
richness and legitimacy necessary for dealing with today’s challenges. 

I applaud the efforts of the World Policy Conference to promote  
the reform of such institutions, and wish you many fruitful  
discussions and a constructive meeting. I look forward to reading 
the results of your deliberations.”

Page 13
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Architecture 
of Political governance

Hubert Védrine
former French 
Foreign Minister

Assuming that they did, Western governments 
would find themselves engaged in what I referred  
to in one of my essays as smart realpolitik, 
i.e. a kind of politics that is both realistic and  
intelligent and incorporates the new circum- 
stances in which the world finds itself. If  
Europeans were able to get beyond their own 
navel-gazing, they would organise themselves 
within the G20 to manage the change, which 
will be painful for them but which is inevitable.  
But there are others to consider, namely the 
major emerging nations. (…) they enter the 
world system not because people have been 

kind enough to make room for them but simply because they have made it 
for themselves and there is no other way of achieving it, but without trying to 
build a responsible commitment. They advance their pawns as far as possible 
before they accept any new rules. The outcome is not a foregone conclusion.

Han Seung-Soo
former Prime Minister 
of Republic of Korea

What is certain is that the Bretton Woods  
Institutions that have come into being since 
the end of the Second World War need a  
drastic revitalization, if not a complete form. 
(…) We stand at the critical juncture in the  
history of mankind. In a world marked by 
unprecedented progress but also by equally 
pervasive threats and challenges, we must not 
be afraid of crises. It is said that the hallmark 
of wisdom is in knowing how to turn crisis 
into opportunity. The word “crisis” in Chinese 
is composed of two meanings: danger and  
opportunity. Now that we are faced with cri-

ses, i.e. dangers and opportunities, we must do our utmost to turning these  
dangers into change opportunities by inventing a new form of political  
governance, the change for the better, the change moving into a new  
paradigm of governance.

Robert Blackwill
Senior Fellow & Senior 
Advisor to the President, 
RAND Corporation; 
former United States 
Ambassador to India

The great powers need to work much harder to 
find strategic convergence on the preeminent 
problems that face the international system 
–MEPP, Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, non-proliferation,  
the global economy, trade, climate change, 
etc. (…) It requires the inclusion of the most  
important emerging nations –China, India,  
Indonesia, Brazil, Egypt, South Africa– in real 
global decision making and not just group  
photos taken at international summit gathe-
rings. (…) It means a systemic strengthening of 
the power and influence of international insti-
tutions –those with economic, financial, trade 
and security missions. The IMF, the World Bank 
and the regional ILI’s are good places to begin.

Nambaryn Enkhbayar
former President 
of Mongolia

Global governance should also be about proce-
dures, about how to interpret and administer 
the rules we have put forward. It should also 
be about programmes, about what should be 
reflected in the agreements and documents 
that we produce together. 

Therefore, global governance is not only about 
regulation but about vision for the future. (…) 
Global governance is also about ending divi-
sions, and bringing everyone together to be 
players in building a better future. We have 
to think about the criteria that would indicate 

whether global governance is functioning effectively. There should be perfor-
mance criteria based on the quality of life we are trying to reach together.
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Fathallah Oualalou
President, Commune 
urbaine de Rabat, 
former Finance Minister 
of Morocco

The new macro-economic governance, the  
result of a new balance of power between the 
State and the market, is gradually becoming 
more varied in form. (…)

This involves a rehabilitation of political life 
and the development of new forms of public-
private partnership. 

Adaptations to macro-economic governance 
at a country-specific level have been accom-
panied by confirmation of the international  
consultation between governments and  
central banks, which has itself been imposed 
by the requirements of globalisation. The role 

of the IMF has, similarly, been restored. (…) By taking over the role of the G8, 
the G20 has paved the way to a multi-centric world. Above all, this change 
reflects a consolidation of the positions of the major emerging countries in 
economic debate on a global scale.

Yoichi Otabe
Deputy Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, 
G8 Sherpa, Japan

(…) how to maximize the effectiveness of that 
cooperation (…). Firstly, the political will of all 
relevant countries is to be fully engaged in 
the process. (…) Secondly is the importance 
of “peer review/peer pressure.” Idealistically 
speaking, for the sake of predictability, legal-
ly-binding instruments should be extended 
to cover as many areas as possible. However, 
to be realistic, the wisdom of the G7 and the 
OECD lies in their introduction and strengthe-
ning of this “peer review” mechanism. (…) 
Thirdly is the importance of structural policy, 
as I’ve already touched upon, in order to ad-
dress the rebalancing of global demand, to 

strengthen growth potential as well as to better take into account the social 
and environmental dimensions of our economies.

Arkady Dvorkovich
Sherpa to President 
Dmitry Medvedev

I cannot conceive of a model for world econo-
mic growth without imbalances. It is impos-
sible to grow rapidly without them, and they 
create dynamics and growth. Therefore, the 
important thing is not to avoid imbalances  
altogether but to have manageable imbalances  
that can be sustained and financed, where 
dangerous developments can be monitored 
and risks can be tackled before they lead to 
another crisis. The question is who will manage  
those imbalances, and there are numerous 
candidates. (…)

Our decisions should become legally binding. (…) Russia is ready to partici-
pate in the working-out of such an internationally binding agreement.

Wolfgang Munchau
Associate Editor of 
the Financial Times, 
Director of 
Eurointelligence 
Advisor Limited

First of all, global policy coordination is an ad 
hoc process. (…) ad hoc coordination is not good 
after crises, and there are a number of reasons 
for that. The fundamental reason is that we do 
not understand this crisis very well. We think we 
understand it, but our understanding of it is still 
evolving. (…) A second reason why this process 
is not working well is the fact that countries have 
national vetoes. I understand that you cannot  
move immediately towards majority voting  
systems, but you get situations where countries 
with large financial sectors, specifically the US 
and UK, block progress because they feel that 
the agreement is not in their national interest. 
(…)

Ultimately, when we have a process that is ad hoc and intergovernmental, we do 
not get agreement on what needs to be done, but only on what can be agreed.
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Lionel Zinsou
Firm’s Chairman and  
Chief Executive of  
the Private Equity firm PAI

If there is one idea about this crisis that has 
been particularly wrong but remains tenacious, 
it is the idea that excessive financialisation of 
the economy was the root cause of the crisis. 
This is a weak argument in my opinion: finan-
cialisation of the economy is something that 
will last because it is necessary. (…) unfortu-
nately, in the “real economy,” it is much more 
difficult to regulate supply, demand and prices 
for goods and services markets. And in this 
area, we are gearing up for a new crisis. (…) It 
appears that nothing has been resolved in the 
real economy’s major markets. (…) the recovery 
may create a major social crisis due to the into-

lerable co-existence of strong growth with a sudden spike in poverty.

SESSION 3

The Future 
of Capitalism

Page 21

Tommaso Padoa-
Schioppa
former Italian Minister  
of Economy and Finance

1989 marks the definitive end of that illusion, 
whereas 2007-2009 in no way marks the end of 
the discovery of Adam Smith, namely that, when 
framed by the rule of law and a proper set of ins-
titutions, the impulse of self-interest generates 
the miracle of enhancing the greater collective 
wealth of nations. This fundamental proposition, 
in my view, has not been disproved by the crisis. 

This is because what has failed in the crisis is not 
the system in which individuals or firms pursue 
their self-interest, but a version of it in which they 
pursued self-interest without the framework of 
rules and public action which are indispensible 
to achieving that miracle.

Jeffry Frieden
Professor at Harvard  
University’s Department  
of Government

An open international economic order requires  
systematic, purposive, concerted cooperation 
among national governments. (…) Govern-
ments can and will work together only if they 
have the domestic political support necessary  
to undertake the policies associated with  
international cooperation. (…)

There is nothing necessarily wrong with  
global macroeconomic imbalances, except 
when they cannot be sustained, and I would 
argue that the imbalances that built up over 
the past fifteen years are no longer sustain-
able. (…) There will be substantial economic 

adjustments, whether in deficit countries or surplus countries, and these 
domestic adjustments are likely to be difficult, socially disruptive, and poli-
tically conflictual. Political conflicts over the adjustment process could well 
threaten the structure of international economic cooperation.
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Richard Bradley
Senior Manager for  
Climate Change and 
Energy Efficiency at the IEA

Climate change is an unprecedented challenge 
for governments and for the energy sector in 
particular. (…) What more specifically must hap-
pen at Copenhagen if the energy transforma-
tion is to occur? First, incentives for investment 
in both cleaner technologies for greenfield 
facilities and for refurbishment of the existing 
capital structure must be put in place. (…)  
Whatever the portfolio of policy measures  
governments employed in response to  
Copenhagen, it will take time to transform the 
existing capital structure. (…) Finally, an effec-
tive framework will need to empower greater  
international cooperation. (…) No single govern-

ment will have the capacity to produce the range of technologies which will be  
required to “green” the range of economic sectors that emit GHGs.

Manoelle Lepoutre
Director of Sustainable 
Development and  
Environment, TOTAL

The technologies exist, but work needs to be 
done to optimise them in order to reduce costs; 
it is also important to work with the public autho-
rities to make the solution acceptable to the  
citizen and to ensure there is both a real incenti-
ve and a framework to ensure that industrialists 
who create emissions and those who have the 
skills to store them in the ground work together. 
All of this needs to be done on the basis of a  
gradual transition and without causing any  
major disruption to the sensitive global balance 
with which we are dealing.

(…) It is the responsibility of us all, industrialists 
as well, to construct and develop access to energy for current and future popu-
lations by trying to maintain balance as effectively as possible and create the 
balanced relationships of the future, systematically taking account of scientific, 
technological and economic complexities at both the local and global level.

Anil Razdan
former Power Secretary, 
Government of India

The four E’s that go hand in hand for any sus-
tainable development are energy, equity, envi-
ronment and efficiency. Energy, which is a prime 
mover of development and poverty alleviation, 
has to be available, affordable, reliable, and 
sustainable. (…) Developing countries, in my 
view, should be allowed to grow and reduce  
poverty levels while pursuing enlightened  
policies, policies which democratic and enligh-
tened governments will continue to pursue in a 
spirit of cooperation.

Technology, in my view, will again provide the 
answer, and the questions are of cost and affordability. I do not think new  
technologies can be purchased at the indicated costs by developed countries. 
(…) These costs have to be shared with the developing countries, as these 
countries do not ask for free power, or free energy sources, or free technology.

William Ramsay
Director of the Ifri  
Energy Program,  
former Deputy Executive 
Director of the IEA

We have to get past this competitive targe-
ting to letting a politician set a 2015 target, 
but then setting a 2012 target so as to test 
him inside his political timeframes and see 
whether he is living up to his commitments. 
We have heard a great deal of talk of how low 
energy intensity is working nicely, economies 
are being de-intensified and using a lot less 
energy per 2 000 hours of GDP etc. However, 
carbon emissions are just not dropping. You 
have heard that they are growing on aggrega-
te, but carbon emissions have dropped in only 
eight IEA countries in the last seventeen years, 
and those are in Eastern Europe or former East 

Germany. Nobody is effectively cutting carbon out of their mix.

Saturday, October 31 • 16:45 - 18:15 - Moderator: Alexei Pushkov (Director of the Institute of Contemporary International Problems at the Diplomatic Academy in Moscow)
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Meir Sheetrit
member of Knesset, 
former Interior Minister 
of Israel

Terrorism is no longer about small groups of peo-
ple fighting against big powers. It involves inter-
national networks, very sophisticated and well 
funded, manipulating democracies and using 
them against themselves. They are willing to do 
everything possible in order to achieve the goal of 
imposing Islamic fundamentalism on the world. 
I am sorry to see that democracies have failed 
even to define what terrorism is. The definition of 
terrorism is achieving political goals by violence, 
but this definition has not been accepted, and 
nobody deals with it in that way. We have failed 
to fight against terrorism because we are fighting 
with our hands tied behind our backs.

Sergei Karaganov 
Chairman of the 
Presidium of the Council 
on Foreign and 
Defense Policy in Moscow

The problem was that, while the US saw itself  
as the victor, Russia did not see itself as a  
defeated nation. The Russian elite felt that it 
had been the victor, and counted at least on an  
honourable peace. Russia, in addition, is one 
of the two countries in Europe, which has never 
been defeated, along with Britain. We were living 
in dismal conditions, but our spine had not been 
broken, and we were ready to fight. We under- 
stood that the enlargement of NATO could even-
tually bring war to the heart of Europe and to our 
borders. (…) Regarding the positive component, 
the divide in Europe must be healed either by  
signing a new security treaty or by taking Russia 
into NATO. The divide in the Middle East must 

be healed by providing nuclear guarantees to Israel and all other countries  
involved. It is the responsibility of the US and Russia to do so.

Yutaka Iimura
Special Envoy of 
the Government of Japan 
for the Middle East 
and Europe

While the summit process now counts six-
teen countries as its members, it continues 
to coexist with several alternative forums, 
meaning that the question of which countries 
are to be included in a future East Asian com-
munity has yet to be resolved. (…) This is the 
importance of people involved in policy deci-
sion-making understanding various regional 
situations and grasping these in comprehen-
sive terms. I should like to point out that an 
issue-based approach is fraught with various 
risks. For example, approaches geared enti-
rely towards human rights, democratization, 
economic benefits or weapons exports harbor 
the potential to destabilize regional affairs.

Dominique Moïsi
Special Advisor to Ifri

The good news, in fact, is that neither China 
nor India are revisionist powers. They remain 
satisfied with a statu quo that seems to be in 
line with their own history, unlike Russia, per-
haps, which wants to return to a world that 
has now disappeared and which it will not find 
again. (…) Within this system, as a European,  
I am struck by the slow pace at which we ac-
cept and assimilate the changes taking place 
in the world. In fact, over the last few years, 
we have devoted ourselves to problems that 
at the end of the day are minor and have  

caused us to waste ridiculous amounts of time: defining our borders and 
defining our institutions. Just at the point when the history of the world has 
been accelerating, the history of Europe has been going nowhere. There is a 
major contradiction here too, between the ambitious words we use and the 
political practices we adopt.
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Kemal Derviş
Vice President and 
Director of Global Economy 
and Development Program 
at Brookings Institution, 
former Turkish Minister 
for Economic Affairs 
and the Treasury

A lot was said yesterday about the major pay-
ment imbalances, the “global imbalances” in 
payments and therefore the liquidity that these 
imbalances have created in the United States 
and the amount of capital coming in, prima-
rily from the Far East and China, but also from 
the Middle East. (…) If it’s once more America 
that absorbs all of this liquidity, we will have 
more problems. I think the American deficit will  
remain. There will not be an American surplus or 
even a balanced American current account, but 
if America has a deficit of 2% of GDP, it will need 
–I have done the calculation– all the developing 
countries and emerging countries, excluding 
China, to have a deficit of around 4% of GDP over 
roughly the next five years. I think this is feasi-
ble and certainly not excessive. (…) This is where 
governance has a part to play. More of the flow 

of capital generated by the oil-producing countries and China needs to move 
towards the developing and emerging countries rather than solely to America.

Nicolas Véron
Research Fellow at Bruegel, 
Brussels

The lesson that had already been learned before 
the crisis but has been greatly accentuated by it, 
is that international standardisation is extremely 
difficult, if you really want free, undistorted com-
petition. It is difficult for reasons that are prima-
rily political rather than technical, and that are 
related to there being different starting points 
but also to differences in public decision-making  
systems and democracy, or indeed a lack of  
democracy. The topic of international accounting 
standards, which always sparks fierce debate 
and has done so all the more since the economic 
crisis, is a good illustration.

It is not enough to have common standards: they need to be applied consis-
tently and in a similar way; supervision needs to be consistent, as does the 
management of risk by the public authorities. 

It is important to be realistic: from this point of view, there will be no world-
wide financial regulatory or supervisory authority. Nonetheless, it is crucial 
to determine priorities so that consistency in the application of common 
standards and the common nature of standards should be sufficient.
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Celso Lafer
Professor of 
Philosophy of law 
at University of São Paulo, 
former Foreign Minister 
of Brazil

The reasons for the complexity of the interna-
tional agenda are related to the diplomatic chal-
lenge of shaping a global system by discovering 
shared interests in spite of the asymmetries of 
power and the heterogeneity of values. (…)

One of the items of the present international 
agenda is related to the politics of identity and 
recognition, and this brings into question the 
ability of a principle such as self-determination 
to deal with this new challenge that affects the 
stability of the present-day international-state 
system. The second issue is the normative  
aspirations of the world order, including human 
rights, democracy, forms of international coo-
peration and everything that is linked to these 

ethical aspirations and how their effectiveness faces the selectivity of power 
politics. (…) The third item of the agenda relates to war and peace and the 
issues of security we have mentioned.

Assia Bensalah Alaoui
Ambassador-at-Large, 
Kingdom of Morocco

The rapid development of international law in 
the 20th century was a remarkable phenome-
non, let’s not forget, with unprecedented nego-
tiations, even if we take only the Convention on 
the Law of the Sea and the agreements gover-
ning international trade as our examples! Defi-
ning, maintaining, changing and amending the 
rules that govern all the problems we face today 
–in finance, commerce, trade, security, aid, etc.– 
form the backbone of international business.  
And yet, the weakness of our international  
regulatory system, which has been described as 
anomie since Durkheim, is notorious. (…)

In any case, unfortunately, there is nothing to suggest that we are moving 
towards such a positive scenario. In that case, what do we have left? (…) We 
can only hope that “beating” people’s consciences, in the way he is pinning 
his hopes on, will result in producing this salutary burst of enthusiasm for 
better governance of a much fairer and more equitable system, one which has 
still to be developed!

Serge Sur
Professor at University 
of Paris II – Panthéon-Assas

As far as the mechanisms of international law 
are concerned, one must stress their creativity 
and their flexibility. 

Creativity: Treaty law specifically has been 
able to develop new concepts, such as confi-
dence building measures; peace keeping 
operations; a mix of international rules and 
domestic obligations; new forms of interna-
tionalization for Outer Space or for the law of 
the sea. (…) Flexibility: International law has 
been able to develop new forms of internatio-
nal rules, like Soft Law, Guidelines, Codes of 
conduct, which adapt the stiffness of law to 
evolving problems and situations.
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Bruno Lafont
Chairman and CEO 
of Lafarge

Environmental protection is compatible with 
growth and development as long as they are 
planned and conducted by responsible compa-
nies. (…) Companies can do a lot for the envi-
ronment when they act responsibly. (…) Com-
panies move more quickly and participate more 
actively in environmental protection when they 
are working within a clear, stable framework 
with well-defined goals. (…) Good governance  
would place the most effective decision- 
making system at State level, but would also 
take advantage of all the tools and players 
involved in planning and implementation –in 

other words, cooperation between governments and responsible compa-
nies. (…) Such cooperation is necessary at all levels: village, State, region 
and world.

José Ángel Córdova  
Villalobos
Health Minister of 
the United States of Mexico

It is necessary to start by acknowledging that 
health care systems are now facing unpre-
cedented challenges. First is the financial 
burden resulting from epidemiological and  
demographic changes that can only be over-
come through huge investments in health 
prevention and promotion programmes. 
The second involves the inadequate human  
resources in the medical field due to the  
global economic crisis, greater demand for 
public health services and fewer resources 
stemming from the drop in tax revenues.
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Cherif Rahmani
Algerian Minister 
for Planning, Environment, 
and Tourism

It is up to all of us, but developed countries 
are responsible for putting things back in 
place, for restoring what has been destroyed 
during a century of industrialisation. It is at 
this level that progress is not being made and 
things are most difficult. (…) While we must 
lay the groundwork for a new policy and spark 
momentum in Copenhagen, the conference 
is not an end in itself. Copenhagen is only a 
beginning. The path forward will be extremely 
long and we must choose between two strate-
gies: a passive strategy based on a denial of 
responsibility and reality or an active strategy, 
which I believe is important. Absent in Kyoto, 

timid in Bali, Africa will be a full participant in Copenhagen in order to create 
an Africa that is, as André Gide said, a land of the unvanquished that will 
make a major contribution to the world, help humankind follow its natural 
bent and, above all, fight its way back.

Thomas Wellauer
Head Corporate Affairs 
and Executive member 
of Novartis

Currently the wrong factors are measured in 
healthcare systems and in the wrong way. Most 
ministries of health or finance, and equally the 
bodies of global health governance, are measu-
ring inputs and very little in terms of outcomes 
from the system. Typical metrics have been 
number of hospital beds, physicians or spent 
per patient. It is now also possible to assess 
disease burden (…). The suggestion is that 
countries can actively learn from one another 
–adopting a disease based approach to iden-
tifying best practices is a good starting point. 
This thinking applies to both the developed and 
the developing world, as the disease patterns 

are converging, and many emerging markets are currently faced with the  
active call of their citizens for better access to health care.
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Michel Camdessus
former Managing 
Director of the IMF, 
Honorary Governor 
of Banque de France

There are 27 organisations in the United  
Nations constellation that have responsibility  
for water. You see how that can generate all 
kinds of duplications and disorganisation. 
(…) How should we go about this? (…) Firstly, 
we must encourage cooperation among all 
players. (…) Secondly, we must remember that 
the current level for water projects is the local  
community. True, water is local, almost by  
nature, because it is expensive to transport  
and has a high leakage rate. The strategic level  
is therefore the nation; it’s a determination  
to move towards the national level that makes  
the difference.

Louise Fresco
Professor, 
University of Amsterdam

We can feed the world, even based on our  
current knowledge, even without using GMOs, 
if demand can be clearly defined and if we are 
able to organise markets, organise the work- 
force and organise inputs. But this raises  
serious governance questions. (…) what we 
must do straightaway is revise the WTO’s 
methods. (…) If we have learned anything these 
past 10 to 20 years it’s that the market works, 
but it must be controlled. And it must absolu-
tely be controlled in terms of potential social 
and environmental damage. (…) a globalised 
world that forgets its farming and rural roots  

is a world that runs the very serious risk of disturbances caused by price  
fluctuations. For that reason, we should perhaps consider stabilisation funds.

Christian Bréchot
Vice President for 
Medical Scientific Affairs, 
Mérieux Alliance

Food safety is a major economic challenge. (…) 
Food safety measures have to be implemen-
ted in a world of increasing food insecurity, 
financial crisis and climate changes. In addi-
tion, Food safety regulations have associated 
costs which may be prohibitive. (…) There is 
a strong need to standardize surveillance 
data collection and analysis as well as micro- 
biological methods (especially detection, 
identification and typing of microorganisms) 
for laboratory based surveillance systems. 
(…) Regulatory recommendations should be  
realistic and consistent with the actual  
capacity of a country to have sufficient access  

to food and water. They must also take in account industry flexibility,  
cost-effectiveness needs and constraints. (…) In any case, communication 
is a key element for the success of such measures.
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Pierre Morel
Special Representative 
for Central Asia and for 
the Crisis in Georgia, EU

The migration issue is experiencing a resurgence  
for many reasons. Firstly, because of information,  
with the widespread use of satellite dishes. We  
are witnessing a levelling of aspirations as  
opposed to the traditional rural exodus, which 
was the normal way for societies to function for 
many centuries. (…) Another factor is the incentive  
for mobility. From the heart of Eastern Europe  
today, a few dozen euros will take you to the  
European Union, whether you’re from the  
Balkans, Kiev or Russia. (…) Other factors are the 
aging of the host country populations, a striking 
fact in most EU countries. (…) The traditional 
phenomenon of integration, which should be  

the outcome of migration except in cases of circular migration, has become  
increasingly urgent –but it has also become increasingly difficult.

Jean Paul Guevara Ávila
Director-General of 
Bilateral Relations, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Plurinational State of Bolivia

Globalization is not only a technological or 
communicational revolution –as we were told 
this morning– but it is also the human mobi- 
lity and the capacity of transport and the  
movement of persons. So, we cannot talk 
about globalization without mentioning the 
world migration. (…) We need to start talking 
on compensation, since there is a very high 
price on our states to pay in order to improve 
the migrant’s skills just to name one example.  
And, I also insist on compensation –in this  
aspect, enters the second basic fact– because 
the global economy and –mainly– the economy  
of the post industrial countries need the  
support of migrant labour force. (…) There will 

not be globalization with a “visage humain” until we are able to recognize 
the rights of every person to decide where to live and to have the capacity 
to demand full respect for his/her human rights.
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Jordi Pujol
former President of the 
Generalitat de Catalunya

People keep saying that the more globalised 
the world becomes, the more people will come  
together –through the Internet, faster, more  
efficient transport and an economy turning into 
a vast global marketplace– and that identity 
will therefore carry less weight. (…) Yet globa-
lisation is sparking a search for identity and a 
need for a reference or anchorage point. (…) In 
the great ocean of globalisation, many people  
feel an absolute need for an attachment to  
something strong, and especially personal, 
that touches them individually, something that 
gives them a sense of personhood, of personal 

reassurance, from both an individual and collective point of view.

Moulay Driss Mdaghri
President, Association 
marocaine d’intelligence 
économique, AMIE

Locally, nationally and domestically, the legiti-
mate aspiration for the recognition of local 
cultures and the demand by various popula-
tions and their elites for greater participation 
and autonomy must be leveraged to drive  
development and progress. (…) In this context, 
in North Africa, the creation of a homoge-
neous unit is a necessity to which we will have 
to resign ourselves sooner or later, certainly  
not for some sentimental desire or lyrical  
evocation of unity as we have often heard in 
the Arab world. Instead, the time has come for 
a marriage of convenience, imposed by both 
geopolitics and the economy. (…) This reinvi-

gorated region would then be able to contribute to the building of an even 
more significant area –the Mediterranean basin. (…) We must again address  
and eliminate the tensions from another age through a shared act of  
political will based on concerted efforts of cooperation and integration.
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Nambaryn Enkhbayar 
former President of Mongolia

It is also very important that the world policy meeting is a place 
where small countries like Mongolia can be heard, because we now 
see that the big companies and countries cannot solve all the pro-
blems. We have to be together irrespective of the size of our coun-
tries, and work together to make the world a better place. When we 
engage others and participate in these meetings, everyone has an 
opportunity to make an effort to understand the world as it is today. 
We want to see many countries in the world to have a system where 
presidents can lose elections, where they can not only take office 
but also give it back to those who win.

(…) We are here to talk about how to give rights to minorities and 
responsibilities to majorities, because power without responsibility 
is very dangerous.
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Han Seung-Soo 
former Prime Minister
of Republic of Korea 

Like the travelers and explorers of the old world, let us cultivate a 
taste of learning. Let us take a sincere interest in and show a real cu-
riosity about others. (…) Like merchants and storytellers of the old 
world, we should be bold in our approach and enthusiastic about 
the stories that we have. Let us think about what contributions we 
can make. We may not have correct answers to all questions but that 
should not discourage us from putting forward the most challenging 
ideas and daring questions. Like the astronomers who looked up to 
the sky and aimed at the stars, let us be ambitious. The agenda be-
fore us is challenging, but we will remember how we have overcome 
difficulties in the past through co-operation and friendship.



Jean-David Levitte
Diplomatic Advisor
and Sherpa to President Nicolas Sarkozy 

The major question this raises is whether our multipolar world 
will be harmonious or antagonistic. The answer is not obvious. (…) 
For the first time in human history, we are confronted with global 
crises that threaten not only our economic future but also the fu-
ture of our planet. (…) How should we view the G20? It’s a pheno-
menal success. (…) But the G20 also has its weaknesses. First of 
all, we don’t really know the actual number of member countries. 
(…) The second risk lies in the absence of clear operational rules 
for the G20. (…) Time is not our ally when it comes to global gover-
nance. Time works against us because as fear about the economy 
fades and time passes, momentum could disappear. We must the-
refore work twice as hard to move ahead quickly and effectively.
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Amr Moussa 
Secretary-General  
of the League of Arab States 

First, any discussion about regional security should be between 
all of us. Iran cannot speak on behalf of all countries in the Middle 
East family of nations when it comes to regional security, as this is 
an issue that should be the subject of consensual policy. (…) What 
we need is a peace process that would bring the parties together 
around an agenda that can be negotiated and that would lead us to 
peace. We have been proposing the Arab Initiative since 2002, and 
in that proposal we put forward the commitment to normalise rela-
tions with Israel if Israel makes the commitment to accept the esta-
blishment of a Palestinian state and to negotiate sincerely about the 
fate of refugees and the status of Jerusalem. (…) The Arab world has 
to link up with the 21st century. We have to move in accordance with 
an agenda of modernisation and of change, towards democracy, wo-
men’s rights, human rights in general, education, and economic and 
social rights as a whole.
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Thierry de Montbrial 
President and Founder of the WPC 

The objective of the World Policy Conference, which we plan to 
hold every year, is to make a positive contribution –and I want to 
emphasise the word “positive”– to meeting the most urgent and 
serious collective challenge for the planet as a whole. We are not 
going to reshape global governance from one day to the next –we 
would be very naïve to think so– yet it is true that time is short. In 
an increasingly interdependent world, the lack of appropriate go-
vernance methods can only lead to tragedy. (…) the problems ad-
dressed are multi-faceted and we have to master them if we want to 
be constructive and effective. (…) there is still a lack of consensus on 
many subjects among the well-informed.
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Taïeb Fassi Fihri 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Co-operation,  
Kingdom of Morocco

I want to thank all the organisers and sponsors who made these discussions so in-depth and varied on a topic –world governance– that 
does not deserve to be treated cavalierly. Our concern for democracy prompts us to seek a new compromise, a new global structure and 
better tools. (…) First, as a citizen of this part of the world, and second as Foreign Minister, I can only ask that we pay more attention to the 
necessity of working together in our discussions and deliberations. That is not a third worldist message. I want to emphasise that there 
will always be engines that move forward and drive further progress, but let’s not fall into the errors and ways of the past. (…)The Muslim 
world also needs to be taken into consideration, despite its divisions, conflicts, contradictions, and despite the nature and diversity of its  
national political systems. (…) If these are global issues, we must include elites as well as economic realities and players at all levels.
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Michael Posner
Assistant Secretary of State  
for Democracy, Human Rights  
and Labor, USA,  
Founder and President  
of Human Rights First 

The first aspect of what President Obama has spoken about is a new 
kind of principled engagement by the US and other governments with 
the UN and in bilateral relations in trying to find new ways to advance 
our common agenda. (…) The second thing which animates what we are 
trying to do, and which relates very much to the subject of governance, 
is a focus on a single set of human rights and democracy standards, 
one set of rules for the entire world, including ourselves. (…) The third 
aspect is to tell the truth, to be forthright where we see deficiencies, 
whether in the UN or in other international and regional organisations, 
or in the way that bilateral relations apply. (…) We need a new rela-
tionship between government and civil society.  When we talk about de-
mocracy, we have to have a larger vision than just elections.  We need 
to ask what a democratic society looks like.

Samuel Kaplan
American Ambassador  
to Morocco 

I would say that you need to have conferences very 
often, because only by coming together in this kind 
of venue and talking about these kinds of issues can 
we make progress in the world today.



INVITED 
gUESTS



Page 50 WORLD POLICY CONFERENCE 09 • October 30 - November 1 • Marrakech, Morocco

Mounir Fakhri Abdel-Nour
Egyptian businessman of Coptic origin, banking 
expert, President of Société égypto-française pour 
les industries agro-alimentaires, Secretary-General 
of the Neo-Wafd Party and member of the Egyptian 
National Council for Human Rights. 

Soumeya Abdelatif
Algerian doctor. First Vice President of North/South 
dialogue for Arab countries and the Mediterranean at 
the Robert Schuman Institute for Europe. Founding  
member of the House of Europe in Alsace.

Jean Abiteboul
President of Cheniere Supply & Marketing, a 100% 
subsidiary of Cheniere Energy, Inc., a Houston 
based company specializing in liquefied natural gas  
importation. He joined Cheniere in 2006, after  
having held various positions within Gaz de France  
(now GDF Suez), among which Executive Vice  
President of Supply, Trading & Marketing, President 
of Gaselys, Executive Vice President International as 
well as Advisor to the Chairman & CEO and Secretary 
of the Board of Directors.

Abdesselam Aboudrar
President of the Moroccan Central Authority for the 
Prevention of Corruption. He developed an extensive  
experience (1974-1998) as a civil engineering 
consultant. In 1998, he joined the Caisse de dépôt 
et de gestion (CDG) which is the main financial  
public institution in Morocco and was nominated in 
2006 Deputy Director-General. He is a civil engineer  
(graduated from École nationale des ponts et  
chaussées, Paris, 1973), economist (University of  
Rabat, 1980) and MBA (ENPC, Paris, 2000). 

Abdelmalek Alaoui
Managing Partner of Global Intelligence Partners, he is 
the author of a new doctrine for economic intelligence,  
theorized in Intelligence économique et guerres  
secrètes au Maroc. He recommends the emergence 
of the “hybrid manager”, who can watch like Chinese 
people, who can analyse like French people and act 
like American people. Specialized in geo-strategy and 
economic intelligence, his consulting group advises 
public and private clients about how to deal with eco-
nomic war, and build business intelligence resources 
for them. He co-authored Une ambition marocaine, 
des experts analysent la décennie 1999-2009.

Moulay Driss Alaoui Mdaghri
Founder and President of the Moroccan Economic 
Intelligence Society and La Fondation des cultures 
du monde. Former Minister (Secretary of State in 
Foreign Affairs in charge of the Maghreb Union,  
Minister of Energy and Mines, Minister of Youth and 
Sports, Minister of Communication and Government 
Spokesman), he is presently a University Professor 
at ISCAE, the first and most visible Moroccan Busi-
ness School and one of the leading higher education 
institutions in the country.

Fouad Ali El Himma
Moroccan politician who served as Deputy Minister in 
the Interior Ministry from 1999-2007 under Minister 
Chakib Benmoussa. In October 1998, the late King 
Hassan II appointed him Chief of staff to Crown Prince 
Mohammed VI and in November 1999, after his coro-
nation, His Majesty Mohammed VI named him Deputy 

Interior Minister. On 12 June 2009, he was unanimously  
elected President of the Benguerir City Council.

Patrick Allard
Counsellor for international economic issues,  
Policy Planning Staff, French Ministry of Foreign and 
European Affairs. Before joining the present Ministry,  
he held various positions within the Ministry of 
Economy and Finance from 1986 to 1998 with an 
interruption between 1990 and 1992 when he was 
Administrator at the Economic Department of OECD. 
Alumnus: École nationale d’administration.

Fouad Arfaoui
Partner responsible for coordinating all Pricewater-
houseCoopers network activities in Morocco. For 
many years, he worked as a statutory auditor for major  
French companies. Before becoming a managing  
partner in Morocco, he developed and launched the 
PwC network’s HR and change management consulting 
services. A graduate of HEC (a prestigious business 
school), a chartered accountant and a statutory auditor,  
he has co-authored several books and also serves as a 
court expert at the Paris Court of Appeal.

David Avital
President of MTP Investment Group. Entrepreneur, 
venture capitalist and philanthropist who has realized  
great success in real estate, parking, biotech  
and other areas thanks to the strong values and  
principles acquired through his long military career, 
the tenets and cornerstones of his business philo-
sophy are creativity, flexibility, persistence and an 
infallible moral code. He serves on the board of  
directors of several companies and is actively  
involved in charity and political organizations.

Reginald Bartholomew
Managing Director in Investment Banking at Bank 
America Merrill Lynch in Europe. His previous US 
Foreign Service career included assignments on the 
National Security Council 1977-79 and as Assistant 
Secretary of State for Political Military Affairs 1979-
81 and Under Secretary of State for International 
Security Affairs 1989-92, and, abroad, as US Ambas-
sador to Lebanon, Spain, NATO and to Italy.

Dusan T. Batakovic
Ambassador of Serbia to France. Director of the  
Institute for Balkan Studies, Belgrade, and President 
of the Serbian Committee of AIESEE (Association 
internationale d’études du sud-est européen), he 
also served as Ambassador to Canada, Ambassador- 
at-Large, Advisor to the President of Serbia and 
Ambassador to the Hellenic Republic. He holds 
a PhD “France and the creation of parliamentary  
democracy in Serbia 1830-1914” from the University 
of Paris-Sorbonne, Paris IV.

Assia Bensalah Alaoui
Ambassador-at-Large of HM the King of Morocco, Mrs 
Assia Bensalah Alaoui is an international economic 
Public Law and Co-president of the High-level Advisory  
Group on dialogue between peoples and cultures for 
the European Commission. She is also a member of 
many committees for peace in the Middle East.

Robert Blackwill
Senior Fellow & Senior Advisor to the President of the 
RAND Corporation; former United States Ambassador  

to India. Ambassador Blackwill was Deputy Assistant  
to the President and Deputy National Security  
Advisor for Strategic Planning under President George  
W. Bush. He served as Presidential Envoy to Iraq and 
was the Administration’s Coordinator for US policies 
regarding Afghanistan and Iran. As a Harvard Faculty 
member, he was Associate Dean of the Kennedy 
School of Government.

Rahma Bourqia
President of Hassan II Mohammedia University, she 
is a Visiting Professor and Lecturer at four American  
universities (Old Dominion in Virginia, Harvard,  
Princeton and Milwaukee), Helsinki University and 
the School of Oriental Studies in London. She also  
serves as a consultant to several international  
organisations (IFAD in Rome, WHO in Geneva, World 
Bank in Washington, DC and Ford Foundation in Cairo) 
and received royal honours for her contribution to the 
Consultative Commission for Reform of the Moudawana  
(family code). She received a PhD in sociology from 
Manchester University in the United Kingdom.

Richard Bradley
Head of the Energy Efficiency and Environment Divi-
sion at the International Energy Agency in Paris. He has 
participated in the negotiations of the U.N. Framework 
Convention on Climate Change and its Kyoto Protocol, 
Nitrogen Oxides Protocol to the Long Range Transboun-
dary Air Pollution Convention, The Montreal Protocol on 
Ozone Depleting Substances, and Agenda 21 of the UN 
Conference on Environment and Development. Dr Bra-
dley received his PhD in Natural Resource Economics 
from the University of California, Riverside.

Christian Bréchot
French doctor and researcher and Vice President 
for medical and scientific affairs at BioMérieux, he  
directed the INSERM U370 Unit and the National 
Reference Centre on viral hepatitis epidemiology. He 
was also a University Professor, hospital Doctor, Head 
of the hepatology department at Necker Children’s 
Hospital and Chairman of the cellular biology depart-
ment at Necker Medical School. On 14 February 2001, 
he became Executive Director of INSERM (French 
National Institute for Health and Medical Research), 
from which he resigned in 2007. The following year, he 
joined the BioMérieux Board of Directors.

François Bujon de l’Estang
Chairman of Citigroup France. Prior to joining Citi, he 
has had a distinguished career in both government 
and business. A former Foreign Service Officer, he 
served as Ambassador of France to the United States  
and to Canada, as diplomatic Advisor to Prime  
Minister Jacques Chirac and as Special Assistant to 
President Charles de Gaulle. In business, he was, 
among other various positions, Director of interna-
tional relations of the French Atomic Energy Commis-
sariat. Ambassador Bujon de l’Estang is a graduate 
of the Institut d’études politiques de Paris, of the 
École nationale d’administration, and of the Harvard 
Graduate School of Business Administration.

André Caillé
Board member of various companies and organisations  
in Quebec and particularly well-known for his public 
efforts during the black ice crisis that struck several 
regions in Quebec in 1998 while he was serving as CEO 
of Hydro-Québec. Previously President and CEO of Gaz 

Métropolitain, CEO of Hydro-Québec, then Chairman of 
the Board of this firm and the World Energy Council, he 
also served as Chancellor of the University of Montreal, 
which awarded him an honorary doctorate in recogni-
tion of his career in the energy and environment fields 
in both the public and private sectors.

Michel Camdessus
Former Managing Director of the IMF, he is Honorary 
Governor of Banque de France and Chairman of the 
French Financing Corporation (SFEF). In September 
2009, he was appointed Special Commissioner to  
monitor French banks’ bonus payments practices. He 
is a member of the Africa Progress Panel, chaired by 
Kofi Annan, and of the UN Secretary General’s Advisory 
Board on Water and Sanitation. He earned postgraduate  
degrees in Economics at the Institut d’études politiques 
de Paris and the École nationale d’administration.

Mouna Cherkaoui
Professor at Mohamed V University, Faculty of Law, 
Economics and Social Science, she is also a Research 
Fellow at the Economic Research Forum where she is 
in the Board of Trustees. She has been responsible  
for a number of curricula and is the National Co- 
ordinator of the Network of Economic Research and 
served as an Advisor to the Ministry of Higher Education  
and Research. She holds a Master and a PhD in  
Economics with a specialisation in international  
trade and finance from the Arizona State University.

Jae-Chul Choi
Ambassador of South Korea to the Kingdom of  
Morocco. Previously, he has worked as a Director-
General at the International Economic Affairs Bureau 
of MOFAT, responsible for Korea’s foreign policy on 
international economy, OECD, development co- 
operation and energy & climate change. He studied 
at Seoul National University, and was graduated 
from the Institute of International Studies, Geneva,  
Switzerland. He co-authored The New Round (1995) 
and The International Law in the 21st Century (2001).

Patrick Colas des Francs
General Manager, Coges. He attended the Army Officer  
Academy of Saint-Cyr and was commissioned into the 
Armour (Recce). He took part in many operations in 
Chad, Central Africa, Djibouti, Democratic Republic  
of Congo and Kosovo. He was assigned as the  
commander of the French Army Training Centre. In 
2007, he decided to leave the Army and became 
the Chief Executive Officer of Coges, a company  
managing the Eurosatory Exhibition and organizing 
the French pavilions on other exhibitions in the world. 
He graduated from COSSAT, the Senior Armaments 
Engineers School, and from the École de guerre de Paris.

Bertrand Collomb
Honorary Chairman of Lafarge. Chairman of Ifri. After 
working for the French government, he joined Lafarge  
in 1975, became Chairman and CEO in 1989, and was 
Chairman from 2003 until 2007. He is a member of 
the Académie des sciences morales et politiques of  
the Institut de France, and Chairman of IHEST (Institute  
for Studies in Science and Technology) as well as of 
the European Corporate Governance Forum and of 
the International Accounting Standards Foundation.

José Ángel Córdova Villalobos
Minister of Health, Mexico. He was President of the 
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General Council of the Electoral Institute of the State 
of Guanajuato, Director of the Academy of Professors 
and Students of the Medicine Faculty of the University  
of Guanajuato in which he was also full-time professor.  
He obtained a medical degree from the Medicine  
Faculty of the University of Guanajuato, speciality in  
internal medicine at INNSZ of Mexico, General  
Surgery at University Paul Sabatier of Toulouse, France.

John Denton
Partner and CEO of Corrs Chambers Westgarth, one 
of Australia’s leading national law firms. He is one of 
three Prime Ministerial representatives on the APEC 
Business Advisory Counsel (ABAC), and is Chair of 
ABAC’s Sustainable Development Work Group, board 
member on the Commonwealth Business Council 
and the Asia Society Australasia Centre. As a former 
diplomat with the Department of Foreign Affairs and  
Trade, John Denton has extensive international  
negotiating expertise.

Kemal Dervi
Vice President and Director of Global and Development 
Program at Brookings Institution. He was Head of the  
United Nations Development Program. Prior to his  
appointment with UNDP, Mr Dervi was a member of 
Turkish Parliament and Minister for Economic Affairs 
and the Treasury. In 1977, he joined the World Bank 
where he held various positions until he returned to 
Turkey in 2001. He earned his Bachelor’s and Master’s  
degrees in Economics from the London School of  
Economics, and his PhD from Princeton University. 

Hüseyin Diriöz
Chief Foreign Policy Advisor, Sherpa to President 
Abdullah Gül. Among various positions, he was 
Minister-Counsellor towards the Turkish Embassy  
in Washington, DC, Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
Spokesman, Ambassador of Turkey to Jordan and  
Director-General for Middle East and South Asia at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He graduated from 
the Ankara University, Faculty of Political Sciences 
and the University of Virginia, MA.

Amar Drissi
Executive Vice President, OCP Group. As Vice  
President of Citibank, he participated in merger- 
acquisition and financial engineering activities in  
several countries. Appointed board member and CEO  
of Charbonnages du Maroc, he restructured the  
Jerada mine, then as CEO of subsidiaries and  
member of ONA Group’s Management Committee, 
turned around several major subsidiaries, including  
Lesieur and Centrale Laitière. He subsequently  
became Executive Vice President of FINCON in  
Geneva and Strategic Communications Group in  
Dubai. He holds an MBA in Finance from Stern School  
of Business, New York University, a PhD in Mana-
gement from the École polytechnique and a PhD in 
Social Psychology from the University of Paris X. He 
co-edited the book Dubai, the New Arab Dream with 
Thierry de Montbrial, published in 2006 as part of 
Ifri’s Travaux et Recherches series.

François Drouin
President of OSEO (the French Agency for Innovation 
and SMES Financing). He was Executive Director of the 
Caisse des dépôts (French public financial institution) 
for the Normandie and Bourgogne regions, after which 
he was nominated Chairman of the Board of the Caisse  
d’épargne (French savings banks) in the Midi- 
Pyrénées. Then, he was Chairman of the Board for 
the Crédit foncier de France (National mortgage 
bank of France). He holds a degree from the École  

polytechnique in Paris and from the École nationale 
des ponts et chaussées (Corps de Ponts).

Arkady Dvorkovich
Russian Sherpa in the G8, Aide to the President 
Dmitry Medvedev. Starting as Advisor and then Head 
of the Economic Expert Group of Russia Ministry of 
Finance, he served as Expert in Strategic Develop-
ment Centre and Advisor to the Minister of Economic 
Development and Trade. Afterwards, he joined the 
Presidential Executive Officer to become Head of the 
Presidential Experts’ Directorate. Since May 2008, 
he has been assuming his present responsibilities. 
He is graduated from Moscow State University and 
Duke University, USA.

Jean-Pierre Elkabbach
President of Lagardère News. He was Director of 
News for Antenne 2, Chairman of France Télévision  
(French public service television) and personal  
Advisor to Jean-Luc Lagardère and Arnaud Lagardère  
for media strategy. Then, he was Chairman of  
Europe 1 and of the French Parliamentary Channel 
“Public Sénat,” hosting a weekly literary program  
called “Bibliothèque Médicis.” He is the author  
of a documentary entitled François Mitterrand:  
conversations avec un président, 2001.

Nambaryn Enkhbayar
After being successively First Vice Chairman of Culture 
and Art Development Committee, Minister of Culture, 
member of the Parliament, Prime Minister, Chairman  
of the Mongolian People’s Revolutionary Party,  
Chairman of State Great Hural Parliament of Mongolia,  
he was acting as the President of Mongolia from 2005 
to 2009. He was Bachelor of Science in Literature 
and Language at the Literature Institute in Moscow, 
Russia, and English training at the Language Training 
Course of the Leeds University, United Kingdom.

Steven Erlanger
Paris Bureau Chief, New York Times. He has served 
numerous positions for the Times in Berlin, Prague, 
Washington, Moscow, Bangkok and New York where 
he has been Culture Editor for two years. Previously, 
he worked for the Boston Globe as European corres-
pondent, based in London. He also reported from 
Eastern Europe, Moscow and revolutionary Iran. He 
shared in a Pulitzer Prize for Explanatory Reporting 
for a series on Al-Qaeda and global terrorism. He 
received an AB degree, magna cum laude, Phi Beta 
Kappa, from Harvard College.

Taïeb Fassi Fihri
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Co-operation. Nomi-
nated Head of the division in charge of the relations 
with the European Union at the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs and Co-operation in 1986, he took part in 
the various negotiations concerning the relations 
between Morocco and the European Union. In 2000, 
as Secretary of State, he became the only official 
spokesman with the American authorities in charge 
of the negotiations for the Moroccan American free-
trade agreement. First engineer involved in statistics 
at the Institut national de la statistique et d’écono-
mie appliquée (INSEA) of Rabat, he obtained his PhD 
in Analysis and Political Economics at the Institut 
d’études politiques de Paris.

Louise Fresco
Professor at the Amsterdam University. She held  
several leading positions within the FAO of the UN and 
is mainly committed in international development,  
agriculture and food. She is an Advisor to the Dutch 

Government on socio-economic policy, science and 
sustainability, including sea level rise. She also  
published seven books and over one hundred scien-
tific articles and has been ranked the fourth most  
influential woman in The Netherlands. She earned a 
PhD cum laude in Tropical Agronomy (Wageningen), 
chairs and lectures at prestigious universities such 
as Wageningen, Uppsala, Louvain and Stanford.

Jeffry A. Frieden
Professor of Government at Harvard University after  
having taught at the University of California Los  
Angeles in the Department of Political Science. He 
specializes in the politics of international monetary 
and financial relations and is the author of Global Capi- 
talism: Its Fall and Rise in the Twentieth Century and  
the co-author (with David Lake and Kenneth Schultz) 
of World Politics: Interests, Interactions, Institutions 
(2010). His articles on the politics of international 
economic issues have appeared in a wide variety 
of scholarly and general-interest publications. He 
earned his BA summa cum laude at the Columbia  
College and his PhD at the Columbia University.

Dylan Glenn
Senior Vice President of the Guggenheim Advisors, 
a New York based hedge fund and funds manager.  
Previously, he was a candidate of Columbus,  
Georgia, for the US Congress in Georgia’s 8th 
Congressional District –summer of 2004– losing 
narrowly in the Republican primary run-off. In 
Washington, he served two years as Special Assis-
tant to President George W. Bush while at the White 
House, he was a member of the National Economic 
Council team advising the President on various eco-
nomic concerns. He is a graduate of The Episcopal 
High School in Alexandria, Virginia and was named 
in October 1999 one of the 40 outstanding Georgians 
under 40 by Georgia Trend Magazine.

Jean-Claude Gruffat
Citi Country Corporate Officer, France. Prior to this, 
he was Executive Vice President of Crédit agricole 
Indosuez, member of the Executive Committee and 
Chairman Asia Pacific. He also was Global Head  
Indosuez Capital in Paris, running global equities and  
investment banking. Before starting a banking career,  
he was lecturer and assistant professor in public 
law at the Law Schools of Lyon, France, and Abidjan,  
Ivory Coast. He holds a PhD in Public Law, Lyon, 
thesis (highest honours) on “Conflicts of Interest for 
members of Parliament in French Public Law,” and 
attended the Stanford Executive Program.

Gilles Guérin
Managing Partner, EFG Bank, Geneva. Area of exper-
tise: private asset management. He previously worked 
as a money market dealer at the Al Saudi bank in Paris, 
then as treasurer for Europe at the National Bank of Abu 
Dhabi in Paris. He received a degree in Economics from 
the University of Neuchâtel and an advanced manage-
ment degree from the École des cadres de Lausanne.

Jean Paul Guevara Ávila
Director-General of Bilateral Relations of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs on the Plurinational State of Bolivia, 
within the People’s Diplomacy, extending the bilateral 
relations with the countries of America, Europe, Asia, 
Africa and Oceania through the consolidation of the 
existing bilateral mechanisms. Knowledge of various 
foreign languages; extended professional experience 
on international relations related to migration and 
international co-operation. Professor at diverse main 
universities of Bolivia and Mexico. Publication: Les 

Migrations boliviennes et la mondialisation, CETRI, 
Éditions Syllepse, Paris, 2004.

Seung-Soo Han
Former Prime Minister, South Korea Republic. He 
served as Minister of Trade and Industry, Korean  
Ambassador to the US, Chief of Staff to the President,  
Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister, and  
Minister of Foreign Affairs. He was the President of 
the 56th Session of the UN General Assembly, Chair 
of the 2009 OECD Ministerial Council Meeting and 
Special Envoy of the UN Secretary-General on Climate  
Change. He received the Nobel Peace Prize on behalf 
of the United Nations in 2001 and was awarded an 
Honorary Knighthood from HM Queen Elizabeth II of 
the United Kingdom in 2004.

Steve Howard
Founding Secretary General of the Global Foundation,  
a non-profit and non-partisan membership orga-
nization of more than 200 companies, universities 
and eminent citizens, with an Australian base and 
global reach. In this role since 1998, he has brought  
to bear an extensive professional and personal 
network from 25 years of involvement in business, 
civic affairs, government and public policy formation 
in Australia and around the world. Previously, he has 
acted as a private advisor to a number of global com-
panies and institutions and was the inaugural Chief 
Executive of the Committee for Melbourne.

Yutaka Iimura
Special Envoy of the Government of Japan for the 
Middle East and Europe. Among various positions 
within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, Yutaka  
Iimura was appointed as the Minister for Political 
Affairs at the Embassy of Japan to the United States, 
the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of Japan to Indonesia and to France. He was a Fellow  
at Harvard University, the Center for International 
Affairs and a member of thejury of the Ambassadors 
Award (prix des Ambassadeurs) in France.

Bouthayna Iraqui-Houssaïni
Member of Parliament, Kingdom of Morocco. She 
is currently managing the two companies that she 
started, LOCAMED, set up in 1990, and ORTHOPRO-
TECH, in 2000. She is also a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Banque Populaire in Rabat. She 
helped to the foundation of the MENA Arab Network 
of Businesswomen. In 2007, she was elected as a 
member of Parliament, associated to the RNI Party 
and in July 2009, she became Vice President of the 
Association named “Club Entre-prendre,” which she 
founded with a handful of well-known businessmen. 
She graduated from the University of Paris XI with a 
doctorate in Pharmacy.

Samuel Kaplan
American Ambassador to Morocco. He is founding 
member and President of the Kaplan, Strangis and  
Kaplan law firm and member of the board of directors  
of several listed corporations. He served as one of 
the managers of John Kerry’s presidential campaign 
in 2004 and member of Barack Obama’s National 
Finance Committee. Ambassador Kaplan received 
business administration and law degree from the  
University of Minnesota, where he was elected  
President of the Law Review.

Sergei Karaganov
Russian political analyst; Russian foreign and eco-
nomic affairs specialist. Chairman of the Presidium  
of the Council on Foreign and Defence Policy; Deputy  
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Director at Academy of Sciences of Russian and 
Dean of the Higher School of Economics of the State 
University. Member of the Foreign Policy Council of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Jean de Kerguiziau de Kervasdoué
Holder of the Economics and Health Services  
Management Chair at CNAM (National Conservatory of  
Arts and Trades), Co-director of the Pasteur/CNAM 
School of Public Health and member of the Academy  
of Technology. He previously served as a staff member  
in the Ministries of Health and Agriculture, as a  
Policy Officer in the Cabinet of Prime Minister Pierre 
Mauroy, and as Director of hospitals in the Ministry 
of Health. He holds a degree in Agronomy from the 
Institut national agronomique Paris-Grignon, an  
MBA and a PhD in Socioeconomics from Cornell  
University in the United States. His most recent 
books are Les Prêcheurs de l’apocalypse (Preachers 
of the Apocalypse), Plon, 2007 and Très chère santé 
(Very Dear Health), Perrin, 2009.

Momodu Koroma
Former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Sierra Leone, 
Minister of Presidential Affairs, Minister of Energy 
and Environment. He was responsible for gover-
nance reform as well as reform in the public service. 
University professor, physicist, environmentalist and 
also an expert on renewable energy, he took part in 
the setting up of the Peace Building Fund for Sierra 
Leone together with United Nations after the war in 
this country for peace consolidation.

Driss Ksikes
Journalist and a media specialist, he is Editor-in-chief of 
Revue Economia and Managing Director of the CESEM,  
HEM’s Research Center (HEM is a leading Moroccan 
Business School). He leads the Moroccan think tank 
Collectif Stratégie. He is also a literary critic and a 
member of many international magazines editorial 
boards. His novel Ma boîte noire was published by Le 
Grand Souffle, Paris, and Tarik Editions, Casablanca.

Celso Lafer
Professor of Philosophy of law at University of São 
Paulo and President of FAPESP (São Paulo Foundation 
for the Advancement of Research). He was Minister of 
Foreign Relations, Minister of Development, Industry 
and Trade, Ambassador-Permanent Representative of 
Brazil to the WTO, the UN and the specialized agencies  
in Geneva. In 2006, he was the Countries and Cultures  
Chair at the John W. Kluge Center in the Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC. He holds a PhD at Cornell 
University, Ithaca, New York.

Bruno Lafont
Chairman and CEO of Lafarge. After occupying various 
positions at Lafarge, where he began his career in 1983, 
he joined the Group’s senior management in May 2003 
as Executive Vice President. He co-directs the Cement 
business unit, oversees the Aggregates and Concrete 
business units as well as Lafarge North America and 
ensures that all 77,000 employees focus on the Group’s 
four top priorities: strengthening its customer orienta-
tion and performance culture, making its organisation 
more efficient and promoting employee development. 
He is a graduate of the École des hautes études and the 
École nationale d’administration.

Eneko Landaburu
European Union Ambassador / Head of Delegation 
to the Kingdom of Morocco. Embarking very early 
on a political career, he became a member of Spain’s 
Basque Parliament in 1980, representing the Spanish 

Socialist Workers Party (PSOE). Turning his attention 
to the European Community, he was appointed the  
European Commission’s Director-General for Regional  
Policy and Cohesion in 1986. From 2000-2003, he  
served as the Commission’s Director-General for  
Enlargement, overseeing membership negotiations 
with candidate countries, and from 2003-2009, as  
Director-General for External Relations. He is a member  
of the Board of Directors of the Notre Europe think 
tank, founded by Jacques Delors in 1996. 

Fatine Layt
Executive Committee member and managing partner  
of Oddo Corporate Finance. After stints at Euris, an  
equity fund, and Editeuris, which holds Euris’s shares  
in various publishing and media groups, she  
became CEO of Compagnie européenne de presse 
professionnelle. She then created her own business, 
Intermezzo, an advisory M&A firm specialized in the  
media. In 2003, she partnered with Jean-Marie  
Messier to found Messier Partners LLC. Three years 
later, she created Partanéa, a small investment bank 
with shareholders worldwide. In 2008, she sold the 
bank to Oddo & Cie, where she currently works. She 
graduated from the Institut d’études politiques de 
Paris and received financial analyst training at the 
Société française des analystes financiers.

Seung-Hoon Lee
Chairman of Lee International IP & Law Group, one 
of the oldest law firms in Korea. He is Chairman of 
Infinite, a leading corporate imaging and branding 
company, and Chairman of Infiniss, one the largest  
brand licensing and distribution companies in Korea.  
He also serves as an advisor to the Ministry of  
Foreign Affairs and Trade. He holds a JD from George- 
town University, a MA in International Affairs from 
Columbia University and Bachelors degrees in Urban 
Planning and Architectural and Mechanical Enginee-
ring from Seoul National University.

Georg Lennkh
Austrian Ambassador, Special Envoy for Africa at 
the Federal Ministry of European and International 
Affairs. After occupying various posts for the Foreign 
Ministry in Tokyo and New York (UN), he became 
Head Foreign Policy Advisor in the office of Austrian 
Chancellor Bruno Kreisky and helped plan the Cancun  
Summit. After serving as Ambassador to the OECD in 
Paris, Director of the Austrian Development Agency 
and Head of the commission that conducted the  
Burundi peace talks in Arusha, he became the EU 
Presidency’s Special Representative for Chad in 
2006, a position he currently holds. Ambassador  
Lennkh studied law in Graz, Austria and international  
relations in Bologna, Italy and Chapel Hill, North  
Carolina in the United States. 

Manoelle Lepoutre
Executive Vice President, Sustainable Develop-
ment and Environment, at Total. She served as Vice  
President-Exploration in Norway before becoming  
Total’s Vice President-Geosciences in the United 
States in 2000. In 2004, she was appointed Vice 
President-R&D at Total Exploration & Production,  
responsible for all programs designed to secure the 
technologies and capabilities required for future oil 
and gas exploration, production and development, 
while addressing the full range of technical, business 
and environmental issues. Ms Lepoutre is a graduate 
of the École nationale supérieure de géologie de  
Nancy (ENSG) and the École nationale supérieure des 
pétroles et des moteurs (ENSPM) engineering school.

Jean-David Levitte
Diplomatic Advisor and Sherpa to French President 
Nicolas Sarkozy, he heads the National Security 
Council. He served as France’s Permanent Repre-
sentative to the United Nations in Geneva, then as 
Diplomatic Advisor and Sherpa to former President 
Jacques Chirac. He was subsequently appointed  
France’s Permanent Representative to the United  
Nations in New York and in 2002, French Ambassador  
to the United States. In diplomatic jargon, he is  
called “Diplomator” in tribute to his diplomatic skills. 
He holds the Raymond Triboulet Chair at the French 
Academy of Moral and Political Sciences.

Pierre Levy
Director of the Policy Planning Staff, Foreign and  
European Affairs Ministry of France. He was Secretary  
General of the Commission of the White Paper on 
France’s Foreign and European Policy and Head of 
the Service for Common Foreign and Security Policy. 
He was previously Deputy Director of the Cabinet of 
Pierre Moscovici, Minister for European Affairs. He  
teaches the international relations at the École  
nationale d’administration (ENA) and the Institut 
d’études politiques (Sciences-Po). He holds degrees 
from the École européenne des affaires (ESCP-EAP)  
and Sciences-Po Paris and is a former student of the ENA.

Kadri Liik
Director of the International Centre for Defence  
Studies (ICDS, Estonia), she previously worked as 
the Editor-in-chief of magazine Diplomaatia and 
hosted the current affairs talk show Välismääraja at 
radio Kuku. She also was the foreign new Editor of 
Estonia’s largest daily paper Postimees after having 
served as its correspondent in Moscow. She has a  
Master’s degree in Diplomacy from Lancaster  
University, UK and graduated in journalism from 
Tartu University in Estonia.

Hubert Loiseleur des Longschamps
After having served within the French Ministry of 
Industry as Head of Multilateral Affairs, Financial 
Attaché for Middles East at the French Embassy in 
Cairo, Head of Division, Finances and Budget and 
Deputy Director, Hydrocarbon Division, he joined 
Total Group in 1994 to become today, after various  
important responsibilities, Senior Vice President  
International Relations. He is a former student of  
the École nationale d’administration.

Yacine Mahieddine
Partner, Manager of financial consulting services at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers and Management Com-
mittee member at PwC Consulting. Mr Mahieddine  
specializes in advising banks and insurance companies  
on risk management and performance assessment  
issues. He previously worked for an American  
investment bank in London, then as a management 
consultant in Paris, London and New York, with a 
focus on advisory services for financial institutions.  
He holds an MBA from the University of Chicago  
Graduate School of Business and the École  
supérieure de commerce de Rouen.

Mona Makram-Ebeid
Professor in the Political Science Department of the 
American University of Cairo (AUC). She has been a 
vocal and dynamic member of Parliament where she 
served in the committees of Foreign Affairs, Education  
and Budget. She was concurrently elected Regional  
President of the Parliamentarians of Global Action,  
a NGO based in New York. She also served as Advisor  
to the World Bank (MENA region) and Consultant  

to the CSIS in Washington. A graduate of Harvard  
University, she received the prestigious Distinguished 
Alumni Award from the AUC’s President.

Mohamed Yassine El Mansouri
Appointed Managing Director of Studies and  
Documentation (DGED) by HM Mohammed VI, he 
has been in turn Wali and Managing Director of  
Foreign Affairs for the Ministry of Internal Affairs. His 
negotiation skills allowed him to play an active role 
in the normalization of Spanish-Moroccan relations, 
mainly through his work on joint measures against 
illegal emigration and drug traffic. 

Hervé Mariton
Member of the French Parliament. In the Finance  
Committee, he is Transport and Supply rapporteur. He 
was also a member and Vice President of the Rhône-
Alpes Regional Council. He was Minister of Outre-Mer  
and UMP National Secretary for Defence, and President  
of the political club Réforme & Modernité. He is a 
graduate of the École polytechnique and the Institut  
d’études politiques de Paris. He is the author of several  
parliamentary reports on the budget of transport, on 
the financing of the rail system, on the tariff policy of 
the SNCF, on penalties radars and on the evolution of 
the local taxation.

David Mercer
President of Mercer & Associates, a government and 
public affairs consulting firm. Previously, he served as 
the Deputy National Finance Director for the Demo-
cratic National Committee and as Finance Director for 
Operations for the DNC’s 1996 Democratic Convention. 
He has also held senior roles ranging from strategic 
communications to convention delegate operations 
in five presidential campaigns. In the private sector, 
he worked with Procter & Gamble, Citizens Energy, the 
Bank of Boston and the Monitor Channel.

Jacques Mistral
Head of Economic Studies at Ifri, he is a member of the 
Conseil d’analyse économique, of the Cercle des éco-
nomistes, and President of the Société d’économie  
politique. He served as the Minister-Financial  
Advisor to the Embassy of France in the United  
States of America and in this position he has been 
invited as Senior Fellow by the Kennedy School of 
Government, Harvard University, for the academic 
year 2005-2006. He received his education at the 
École polytechnique and holds a PhD in Economics 
from the University of Paris.

Mohamed Moâtassim
Advisor to King Mohammed VI. He previously served  
as Minister of State to the Prime Minister for Parlia- 
mentary Relations in the government of King  
Mohammed Karim Lamrani III and Policy Officer 
in the Royal Cabinet. He graduated from the Rabat  
Faculty of Law and later earned a PhD in Political 
Science. His books include L’Expérience parle- 
mentaire au Maroc (The Parliamentary Experience 
in Morocco) and Le Régime politique marocain  
(The Moroccan Parliamentary Regime).

Dominique Moïsi
Special Advisor to Ifri and Professor at Harvard 
University. He formerly taught at the following 
institutions of higher learning: École nationale 
d’administration, École des hautes études en 
sciences sociales and Institut d’études politiques 
de Paris. He also served as an assistant to French 
political philosopher Raymond Aron. An expert in 
geopolitics and international politics, he holds the  
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European Geopolitical Chair at the College of Europe 
in Natolin (Warsaw). He studied political science and 
law at the Sorbonne and Harvard. His latest book  
–La Géopolitique de l’émotion (Geopolitics of  
Emotion)– was published by Flammarion in 2009.

Philippe Moreau Defarges
Researcher at Ifri and co-editor of its annual report, 
RAMSES. A Diplomat and Minister Plenipotentiary, 
he has held various administrative posts relating to 
the European Community’s development. He also 
teaches general studies, international affairs and the 
“right to intervene” concept at the Institut d’études 
politiques de Paris (IEP). He is the author of many  
books and articles on international relations,  
geopolitics, global governance and the construction 
of Europe. He is a graduate of IEP-Paris and the École 
nationale d’administration. His most recent books 
are: La Mondialisation (Globalisation), PUF, 2010;  
La Gouvernance, PUF, 2008.

Pierre Morel
European Union Special Representative for Central  
Asia and the Crisis in Georgia. He previously  
served as Ambassador to Moscow, Beijing and 
Rome. Since October 2006, he has been seconded to  
the European Commission as European Union Special  
Representative for Central Asia. He graduated from 
the École nationale d’administration.

Hugh M. Morgan
Principal of First Charnock, Australia. He is also a  
Director of the Board of the Reserve Bank of America,  
President of the Australia Japan Business Co-operation  
Committee and a member of Lafarge International  
Advisory Board as well as a Trustee of the Asia Society 
New York, Chairman of the Asia Society AustralAsia 
Centre, President of the National Gallery of Victoria 
Foundation and Chairman of the Order of Australia 
Association Foundation. He is a graduate in Law and 
Commerce from the University of Melbourne.

Saïd Mouline
CEO of the Renewable Energy Development Center 
(CDER) in Morocco and President of the Sustainable 
Development Commission at the General Confede-
ration of the Moroccan Companies (CGEM). He was 
Advisor to the President of OCP Group and worked 
within the Cabinet of the Minister of Energy and  
Mines, counselling various national and international  
organizations like the Mohammed VI Foundation for 
Environmental Protection, the World Bank, UNDP, 
etc. He is graduated from the Institut national poly-
technique, Grenoble, France, and the University of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia.

Tawfik Mouline
Policy Officer in the Royal Cabinet, he manages the 
Royal Institute of Strategic Studies, which was foun-
ded by His Majesty the King Mohammed VI. After oc-
cupying high-level positions at ONA Group, he joined 
the Ministry of Economy and Finance in 1995. Very 
active in the non-profit and research sectors, he sits 
on the board of directors of the Institut universitaire 
de recherche scientifique and the Association maro-
caine des polytechniciens and is co-author of Pano-
rama économique du Maroc (Economic Panorama of 
Morocco). He is a graduate of the École polytechni-
que and the École des mines de Paris.

Amr Moussa
Secretary-General of the League of Arab States since 
2001. He was Director of the Department of Interna-
tional Organizations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and  

Ambassador to India. In 1990, he became the  
Permanent Representative of the Arab Republic of 
Egypt to the United Nations, New York and the year after,  
Minister for Foreign Affairs. He is graduated from 
Cairo University, LLB Faculty of Law.

Wolfgang Munchau
Associate Editor and European Economic Columnist 
of the Financial Times. Together with his wife, the 
economist Susanne Mundschenk, he runs Euro- 
intelligence.com, an internet service that provides 
daily comment and analysis of the euro area, targeted  
at investors, academic and policy makers. He was 
one of the founding members of the Financial Times 
Deutschland where he served as Deputy Editor and 
then Editor-in-chief. He holds a MA in International 
Journalism at the City University, London. His book 
Vorberen, on the financial crisis, has received the 
prestigious GetAbstract business book award and is 
now published by McGraw Hill in the US.

Dan Oiknine
Chairman, Chamber of Commerce and Industry,  
France-India. He is an entrepreneur who set up  
different projects in the high-tech and Internet  
industry after heading several managing positions for 
technology leaders like Netapp and Cisco/Nokia. He 
started his career in the luxury goods industry, helping 
famous luxury brands (Cartier, Dior, Celine, Lagerfeld,  
Lacroix, etc.) to establish in the western hemis-
phere. He earned a Bachelor’s degree in Economics  
at Sorbonne University and a Master’s of Science 
and Techniques at Dauphine University, Paris.

Bernard Oppetit
Chairman of Centaurus Capital he founded in 2000. He 
was Head of the Risk Arbitrage Department in the US 
for Paribas and while keeping responsibility for Paribas’ 
global Risk Arbitrage business, he moved to London to 
become Head of Equity Derivatives, overseeing Option 
and Convertible Bonds trading desks in London, Paris, 
New York, Tokyo and Singapore. In 2000, he resigned 
from BNP Paribas to launch Centaurus Capital, one of 
the largest European hedge fund managers, dedicated 
to “event-driven” and credit strategies. He is a graduate 
of the École polytechnique in Paris.

Yoichi Otabe
G8 Sherpa, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan. 
Among various positions within the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Japan, he was appointed as the Minister for 
Economic Affairs of the Embassy of Japan to France, the 
Director-General for African Affairs and as the Director-
General of Economic Affairs Bureau.

Fathallah Oualalou
President of the municipality of Rabat and former 
Moroccan Minister of Economy and Finance, member  
of Parliament representing Rabat and President of 
the USFP party in the house of representatives. A 
University Professor, he is a member of the Centre 
d’étude et de prospective stratégique think tank, 
the Union for the Mediterranean’s research network, 
both based in Paris, and the Socialist International 
Commission on Global Financial Issues in New York.

Thommaso Padoa-Schioppa
Chairman for Europe of Promontory Financial Group 
and President of Notre Europe. He was Minister 
of Economy and Finance of Italy, Chairman of the 
Trustees of the IASC Foundation and member of 
the Executive Board of the European Central Bank. 
After having been General Director for Economic and 
Financial Affairs at the Commission of the European  

Communities, he has been Joint Secretary to the  
Delors Committee. He graduated from the Luigi Bocconi  
University and has a MSc from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology.

Quentin Peel
International affairs Editor of the Financial Times, he 
is also an associate Editor, responsible for leader and  
feature writing. Working at the FT since 1975, he  
served successively as southern Africa correspondent,  
Africa Editor, European Community correspondent 
and Brussels bureau Chief, Moscow correspondent 
and chief correspondent in Germany. On his return to 
London, he became foreign Editor. He was educated 
at Queen’s College, Cambridge, where he studied 
Economics with French and German.

Amir Peretz
Member of several Knesset committees including 
the Economic Affairs and Foreign Affairs and Defence 
Committees. Born in Morocco, he emigrated to Israel 
at the age of four. He was elected Mayor of his town 
Sderot, bringing the left back to power. He publicly 
voiced his support for an independent Palestinian 
state and led peace-promoting initiatives between  
residents of the town and their neighbours in the Gaza 
Strip. In 1988, he entered the Knesset and has served 
as a member of Parliament ever since. He also was 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defence.

Periclès-Paul Petalas
Chairman and CEO of EFG Bank European Financial 
Group. After having held various positions at the 
Union Bank of Switzerland, Zurich, and at Banque 
de dépôts, Geneva, he has been appointed Chief 
Executive Officer non Executive Director of various 
EFG Group companies. He holds a PhD in Theoretical 
Physics and a post graduate degree in Industrial and  
Management Engineering at the Swiss Federal  
Institute of Technology, Zurich.

William Pfaff
Journalist, International Herald Tribune. He has been 
an Executive of the Free Europe Committee and Deputy 
Director of Hudson Research Europe Ltd, in Paris, the 
quasi-independent European affiliate of the American 
Policy Research Organization, the Hudson Institute. 
He has written a newspaper column since 1978, begun  
at the invitation of the Paris-based International  
Herald Tribune. He subsequently was syndicated 
in the United States and internationally by the Los  
Angeles Times Syndicate. He received the Arthur Ross 
Award for Distinguished Commentary on American 
Diplomacy and Foreign Relations from the American 
Academy of Diplomacy and has been a member of the 
international jury for the Prix Tocqueville.

Jean-Noël Poirier
Vice President, International and Marketing, Areva 
France. After holding many diplomatic posts with the 
United Nations in Asia, North Africa and the Middle 
East, he became an Advisor to former Foreign Minister  
Hubert Védrine, for North African, Middle East 
and United Nations Affairs. After serving as French 
Consul General in Ho Chi Minh City, he joined, for 
the second time, the French mission to the United  
Nations as Political Counsellor. In late 2005, he  
became Deputy Director, Far East Asia, responsible 
for bilateral relations between France and North-
East Asian countries. A graduate of IEP-Paris and the  
Institute of Asian Languages and Civilisations, he 
won the Foreign Affairs Ministry’s “Cadre Orient” 
competition, Asian Division (Chinese, Vietnamese).

Michael Posner
Assistant Secretary of State for Democracy, Human  
Rights and Labor, USA. Founder and President of  
Human Rights First, he has been at the forefront of the 
international human rights movement for 30 years.  
Previously, he was a lawyer with Sonnenschein, Nath & 
Rosenthal in Chicago, a lecturer at Yale Law School and 
a visiting lecturer at Columbia Law School. A member 
of the California Bar and the Illinois Bar, he received 
his JD from the University of California, Berkeley Law 
School and a BA from the University of Michigan.

Jordi Pujol i Soley
Former President of the Generalitat de Catalunya. 
Active in the Catalan autonomy movement from 
a very young age, he founded the political party 
Convergencia Democratica de Catalunya (CDC) in 
1974. In May 1980, he became the 126th Head of 
Catalan’s autonomous government (President of the 
Generalitat). After 23 years in power, he gradually 
retired from political life after the 2003 elections. 
He still serves as President of the CiU and CDC. He  
earned a medical degree from the University of  
Barcelona and has received honorary doctorates 
from several French-language universities, including 
Lumière Lyon II, Paris VIII, Toulouse and the Catholic 
University of Brussels.

Alexei Pushkov
Director, Institute of Contemporary International 
Studies, Diplomatic Academy in Moscow. He was 
Foreign Policy Advisor and Speech-writer to the  
General Secretary Mikhaïl Gorbatchev, Deputy  
Editor-in-chief, Moskovskie Novosti (Moscow news) 
and Deputy Director-General, Public and Media  
Relations, Russian Public TV. Since April 1998, he 
has been holding various positions, among which 
Fellow and member, World Economic Forum in Davos 
Executive Board; Editorial Board “National Interest,” 
Washington, DC; Political Commentator “Voice of 
Russia,” Moscow and member of the International 
Institute of Strategic Studies, London. He received 
a PhD in History and International Relations at the 
Moscow State Institute of International Relations.

Mireille J. Quirina
Vice President, Corporate Affairs Europe, Middle 
East and Africa –EMEA– Du Pont de Nemours Inter-
national S.A. Geneva. She oversees the stewardship  
of Du Pont’s sustainable growth approach and market- 
facing goals, with specific focus on public policy,  
government and regulatory advocacy communica-
tions and stakeholders’ engagement strategies. A 
native of Paris, she holds a Master degree from Paris  
La Sorbonne, and an advanced degree in International,  
Comparative and European Law from the Paris Law 
Faculty, Paris I.

Cherif Rahmani
Algeria’s Minister of Urban and Rural Development, 
the Environment and Tourism. He previously held the  
following positions: Minister of Youth and Sports;  
Minister of Equipment; Minister on special assignment  
in charge of administering the Algiers Wilaya;  
Minister-Governor of Greater Algiers; and Minister of 
Urban and Rural Development and the Environment.  
He graduated from Algeria’s École nationale  
d’administration and received a PhD in Urban and Rural  
Development from the University of Poitiers in France.

William Ramsay
Director of the Energy Program at Ifri. He formerly  
served as Deputy Executive Director at the International  
Energy Agency (IEA), where he also managed relations 
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with non-member countries. He also held the posts of 
Under Secretary of State at the US State Department 
and Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to 
the Republic of Congo. As Head of the Office of Energy 
Producing Countries, he oversaw bilateral discussions 
on energy issues between the United States and 
Mexico, Venezuela, Saudi Arabia, the Gulf Cooperation  
Council and Japan. He received an MBA in International  
Marketing from the University of Michigan and a  
Master’s in International Business and Raw Materials 
at Stanford University in California.

Anil Razdan
Former Secretary Power, India. He has been a  
distinguished civil servant, energy expert and inter-
national negotiator. He was Secretary Power after 
senior assignments in Ministries of Atomic Energy, 
Power, Petroleum and Natural Gas and Mega Energy 
Corporation. He initiated paradigm shift in capacity 
addition and galvanised international investment in 
supercritical power equipment, piloted Hydro Policy 
and revised Rural Electrification Program, reform 
based Power Distribution, National Action Plan for 
Energy Efficiency. He was India Chair of World Energy 
Council and is currently chairing its global study 
Energy for Mega Cities. He studied Physics and Law 
at Delhi University and has been a Visiting Fellow of 
the University of Oxford. Among various awards, he 
received the Hiralal Daga Gold Medal in Law.

Narcis Serra
President of the CIDOB Foundation. He has been 
Catalan Minister of Town Planning and Public Works, 
Mayor of Barcelona, Minister of Defence and Vice 
President of the Spanish Government. In his present  
functions, he has promoted the creation of the  
Barcelona Institute for International Studies (IBEI). 
He is also President of Caixa Catalunya, a saving 
bank, and the Museo Nacional d’Art de Catalunya. 
He holds a BA in Economics from the University of 
Barcelona, and a PhD in Economics from the Auto-
nomous University of Barcelona. Recently, he has  
published La Transicion Militar and, together with  
J. Stiglitz, The Washington Consensus Reconsidered.

Meir Sheetrit
Member of the Israeli Knesset for the Kadima Party. 
Born in Morocco, he emigrated to Israel in 1957 and  
served in a number of high-level cabinet positions,  
including Minister of the Interior, Minister of Housing  
and Construction, Minister of Finance, Minister of  
Justice, Minister of Transportation and Minister of  
Education, Culture and Sports. He was first elected to 
the Knesset in 1981 and served as Mayor of the City of  
Yavne. He holds a BA and a MA from Bar-Ilan University.

Eugen Simion
Former President of the Romanian Academy. At  
present, President of the National Science and Art 
Foundation, he has been, among various positions,  
Editor of Gazeta Literara, Professor at Sorbonne  
University, Paris, Lecturer at Bucharest University 
and Professor at the Faculty of Letters, Bucharest  
University. He is a graduate of the Faculty of  
Philology, Bucharest University, and holds a PhD in  
Philological Sciences, with a thesis on Eugen  
Lovinescu, under Serban Cioculescu’s coordination.

Serge Sur
Professor of Public Law, Faculty of Law, University of 
Paris II Panthéon-Assas. He directs the Master’s in 
Research & International Relations Program as well 
as the Thucydide Centre –International Relations 
Analysis and Research. He is also Editor-in-chief of 

the Questions internationales journal, published by 
La Documentation française. He received the Edouard 
Bonnefous Award from the French Academy of Moral 
and Political Sciences at the Institut de France for 
the French International Relations Directory. He is a  
qualified (agrégé) Professor of Public Law.

Tesfai Tecle
Special Advisor to the Chairman of the Board of the 
Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa. He brought 
AGRA more than 30 years of experience in manage-
ment, policy development, and investment in rural 
development and agriculture in developing countries. 
Previously, he was the Assistant Director-General and 
Head of Technical Cooperation with the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations in Rome. 
He has served in various senior capacities at the UN, 
worked with the Institute of Development Research in 
Ethiopia and the World Bank in Washington, DC. He 
has a PhD in International Economics and Develop-
ment from Cornell University, Ithaca, USA.

Mostafa Terrab
Chairman and CEO of OCP Group. He was an advisor 
in the Royal Cabinet and also served as Secretary-
General of the MENA Economic Summit. In 1998, 
he was appointed Director-General of the National 
Telecommunications Regulatory Agency. Then, he 
joined the World Bank as Lead Regulatory Specialist  
in the Global Information and Communications  
Department, and headed the World Bank’s Information  
for Development Program. He holds a MS and PhD 
in Operations Research from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology and received an engineering 
diploma from the ENPC, Paris.

Mohammed Tozy
Professor at the Hassan II University of Casablanca  
and at Sciences-Po, Aix-en-Provence, France.  
Researcher at the Mediterranean Laboratory of  
Sociology (Maison méditerranéenne des sciences de 
l’homme) and Director of the Centre marocain des 
sciences sociales de l’Université Hassan II, he is also 
Visiting Professor at New York University, Sciences-Po  
Paris, Université autonome de Madrid, and  
University of Venezia. He works as an expert for 
many institutions like the Royal Institute for Strategic  
Studies, the World Bank, etc. He is the author of  
Monarchie et Islam politique, Presses de Sciences-Po.

Raphael Tuju
Former Foreign Affairs Minister of Kenya. When the  
National Rainbow Coalition took over in 2003, he  
became Information Minister after being elected as a 
member of Parliament from Rarieda Constituency in 
the December 2002 parliamentary election. Prior to the 
2005 referendum vote in Kenya, he formed the Progres-
sive People’s Party and joined Narc through the LDP. In 
the December 2007 parliamentary election, running as 
a candidate of Kibaki’s Party of National Unity, he lost his 
seat. He has a Master’s degree in Mass Communication  
from the University of Leicester.

Hubert Védrine
Independent board member and founder of Hubert 
Védrine Conseil, a consulting firm. He served as  
Diplomatic Advisor to the late French President  
François Mitterrand and Spokesman and Secretary-
General at the Élysée presidential palace before joining  
the Council of State in 1995. Foreign Minister from 
1997 to 2002, he and Dominique Moïsi co-authored 
Les Cartes de la France à l’heure de la mondialisation  
(France’s Assets in the Era of Globalisation). In 2003,  
he founded a consulting firm, Hubert Védrine 

Conseil, which specializes in geopolitical strategy. 
He is a graduate of the École nationale d’adminis-
tration and his major books are: Les Mondes de 
François Mitterrand (François Mitterrand’s Worlds), 
Fayard, 1996, and Mitterrand, un dessein, un destin 
(Mitterrand, a Design, a Destiny), Gallimard, 2005.

Nicolas Véron
Senior Fellow at Bruegel, Brussels, and Visiting Fellow  
at Peterson Institute for International Economics, 
Washington, DC. Previously, he has served as Chief  
Financial Officer of Multi-Mania, renamed Lycos France,  
Corporate Advisor to Minister Martine Aubry at the 
French Ministry of Employment and Solidarity and 
Economic Advisor to the Préfet of the Nord-Pas-
de-Calais Region (Lille, France). He also worked at  
Rothschild & Cie Banque and VEGLA, part of Saint- 
Gobain Group. Education: École nationale supérieure 
des mines de Paris, degree of “Ingénieur de Corps 
Techniques de l’État,” and École polytechnique, degree  
of “Ingénieur polytechnicien.” Latest publication:  
Le Grand Déréglement : chroniques du capitalisme 
financier, Éditions Lignes de repères, March 2009.

Serge Villepelet
Chairman of PricewaterhouseCoopers France. Statutory  
auditor to large private and government-owned  
corporations, he created PwC’s “Public Sector” division,  
worked in the Audit department and, before becoming 
Chairman of PwC France, oversaw PwC’s Advisory  
department in France and Europe-wide. A graduate of 
ESSEC, statutory auditor and chartered accountant, he  
has spent his entire career in the PwC audit and advisory  
network, which operates in 151 countries. He also sat  
on the firm’s international board and has been a  
member of its Global Strategy Council since 2008.

Werner Weidenfeld
Director, Center for Applied Policy Research, Munich, 
he holds the Chair of Political Systems and European 
Integration at the Ludwig-Maximilians-University. He 
was Professeur associé at the Sorbonne in Paris and 
worked for the German government as Coordinator for 
German-American Cooperation. He edits the journal 
International Politik and is a member of the Board of  
the German Society for Foreign Affairs (DGAP) in Berlin,  
of the Institute for European Policy in Bonn and of the 
Bertelsmann Foundation in Gütersloh. Graduation as 
PhD and habilitation in political sciences.

Thomas Wellauer
Head Corporate Affairs and Executive member of  
Novartis. After having started his career with McKinsey  
and Co., Switzerland, as a Partner and Senior Partner,  
he was, at Crédit Suisse, a member of the Group 
Executive Board, initially responsible for the Group’s 
insurance business before becoming CEO of the  
Financial Services Division. He graduated with a PhD in  
Systems Engineering and a MS in Chemical Engineering  
from the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich. 
He also holds a MBA from the University of Zurich.

Bruno Weymuller
Advisor to the CEO of Total, where he has been  
President of Strategy and Risk Assessment.  
Member of the Board of Directors of Sanofi-Aventis 
S.A., Elf-Aquitaine, Technip and Rexecode. He began 
his career at the Ministry of Industry after which he 
joined the Cabinet of Prime Minister Raymond Barre. 
A former student of the École polytechnique, he is 
also a graduate of the École des mines in Paris, and 
holds a Master of Science from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology.

Andrew Wigley
Advisor to the Abu Dhabi Executive Affairs Authority, 
a marketing and communications consultancy with 
offices in the UAE, UK and US. He began his career 
in the UK working in both the House of Commons 
and the House of Lords as a political advisor before 
moving to Brussels to take up a post in the Euro-
pean Parliament. He later joined Burson-Marsteller 
providing public affairs support to business, NGO’s 
and political groups in Brussels, London and San 
Francisco. He also held public affairs and corporate  
responsibility for Europe, Middle East and North Africa  
for BHP Billiton, the world’s largest Mining Group.

Sung-Joon Yim
President of the Korean Foundation. At the Ministry  
of Foreign Affairs, he has served in a number of  
major foreign-service posts, including those of  
Ambassador to Canada and Egypt. He also assumed 
the role of Executive Director, Headquarter of the 
summit preparation for the Asia-Europe Meeting 
(ASEM). He has been Deputy Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, MOFAT and, in 2002, was appointed as the  
National Security Advisor to President Kim  
Dae-Jung. He graduated from Seoul National  
University, from the University of Oxford, United 
Kingdom, and the Keio University of Tokyo, Japan.

Lionel Zinsou
Franco-Benin investment banker and enterprise 
creator. Managing Partner of the Private Equity 
Firm PAI. At the investment bank Rothschild & Cie, 
he has been General Partner, Head of Middle East 
and Africa, member of the Global Investment Bank 
Committee. Former Advisor to the Industry Minister 
and the Prime Minister of Benin. At Danone, he has 
held various positions.

Thierry de Montbrial 

Thierry de Montbrial is President of the French 
Institute of International Relations (Ifri), which he  
founded in 1979. He is Professor Emeritus at the 
Conservatoire national des arts et métiers. In 2008, 
he launched the World Policy Conference. He has 
been a member of the Académie des sciences mora-
les et politiques of the Institut de France since 1992, 
and is a member of a number of foreign academies 
including the Russian Academy of Sciences.

He serves on the board or advisory board of a num-
ber of international institutions. 

Thierry de Montbrial chaired the Department of 
Economics at the École polytechnique from 1974 to 
1992. He was the first Chairman of the Foundation 
for Strategic Research (1993-2001). Entrusted with 
the creation of the Policy Planning Staff (Centre 
d’analyse et de prévision) at the French Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, he was its first Director (1973-1979). 

He has authored fifteen books, several of them 
translated in various languages.

He is a Commandeur of the Légion d’honneur and has 
been awarded other State honors by the French and 
several foreign governments. He was awarded the 
Grand Prix of the French Geographic Society in 2003. 
Thierry de Montbrial was born in 1943. He is a gra-
duate of the École polytechnique and the École des 
mines, and received a PhD in Economics from the 
University of California at Berkeley.



OPENINg 
& CLOSINg
SPEECHES



Page 56 WORLD POLICY CONFERENCE 09 • October 30 - November 1 • Marrakech, Morocco

              
             

            
  .

              
          

          
  .

             
    .

            
           

          
        .

             
      .

           
        .    

             
          

           .

           
          

              
 .

              
           

  .

             
           

            
          
             

          
          .

 رظنلا ةداعإلو ،ديدج يداصتقا طبضو نينقتل ةحلملا ةرورضلا نإف ـقايسلا اذه يفو
 ةفاثك نأ كلذ ،ةديازملا بورض نم ابرض  تسيل ،ةيسايسويجلا تانزاوتلا يف ايرذج
 ،نييلودلا رارقتسالاو  مالسلا كحملا ىلع عضت ،بوعشلاو لودلا نيب تاقالعلا عونتو
.ءاعمج ةيرشبلا ريصمو ةايحو لب

 لدعلا ىلع ةمئاق ةماكح بلطتي ةيلودلا تاقالعلا ريبدت ىحضأ دقف ،قلطنملا اذه نمو
 ةيكراشت تايلآ ىلإ دنتسي ،ينوك عمتجم عورشم سسأ ءاسرإ ىلإ فدهت ،طابضنالاو
 ايساسأ ادعب يستكي موهفم وهو .ةينلا لثم ةيحور تاموقم دامتعاو ،رارقلا ذاختا يف
.ناميإلاو قدصلاو ةدارإلا لماوع هرهوج يف لخادتت ثيحب ،مالسإلا يف

 لماعتلا متي نأ ردجي ال عورشملا اذه نإف ،لبق نم عضولا هيلع ناك ام سكع ىلعو
 يسايس ،يوينب راسم جاتن نوكي نأ نيعتي امنإو ،قوف نم ضورعم رارقك هعم
 يف قحلاو ،ةيسايسلا ةدارإلا ىلع مئاق ،مئاد مالس نامض ىلع رداق ،يراضحو
.عونتلا مارتحا أدبم ىلعو ،ةلدابتم تاقالع

 ،ةينوكلا غولب يف لثمتي ،اهنع ديحم ال يتلا ،ةبراقملا هذه جاهتنا نم فدهلا نإ
 لماشلا مالسلا قيقحتف .اهيلع ءاضقلا وحن عوزنلا نود ،ةيصوصخلا نم اقالطنا
 ،رارمتساب احورطم اعورشم لظي ،نمزلا نم نينرق نم ديزأ ذنم هل ريظنتلا مت يذلا
 هل انرفو نحن ام اذإ ،طسوتملا ةدملا ىلع ،زاجنإلل لباق رايتخاو لب ،يسايس قفأك
.ةحومطو ةيعقاو ةبراقم نمض ،ةيرورضلا لئاسولا

 لمحي يذلا ،يوقلا هجوتلا اذه يف طارخنالا ىلع برغملا مزع دكؤن ،روظنملا اذه نمو
 ،ةيداصتقالا لمعلا دعاوقلو ،ةيسايسلا ىوقلل يرذج ميظنت ةداعإ رداوب هتايط يف
.راكفألا ةيمانيدو ةيكرحلو ،ةيعامتجالا تاسراممللو

 برغملا نإف ،ملاعلا ءاجرأ فلتخم يف اثيدح انأش لازت ام "ةينوكلا" نأ نم مغرلا ىلعو
 حيتتو ،ملاعلل نزاوتلا ديعت ،ةيناسنإ رثكأو ،ةيكراشتو ةلداع ،ةديدج ةينوك ىلإ علطتي
.هيف ةقثلا حور ءاكذإ ،هتاهجوتل ىنعم ءاطعإب كلذو ؛هتاذ عم هتحلاصم

 ،لودلا لك ةيضقو ،ةيعامج ةيلوؤسم يدحتلا اذه لعج ىلع لمعلا نيعتي ،ةياغلا هذهلو
 ،قوبسم ريغو ددجتم عورشمب امدق عفدلل كلذو ،مهنزو ناك امفيك ،نيلعافلا فلتخمو
 هدسج امك ،راونألا رصع حور عم روسجلا دم نم اننكمي ، "ينوك عمتجم عورشم"
 ،كلذبو .تاراضحلل يملاعلا خيراتلل رظنم لوأ ،نودلخ نبا رصع عمو ،طناك ليوناميإ
 "ةينوكلا" لعج وهو الأ ،ىمسأ فده قيقحت وحن ،ةحيحصلا ةكسلا ىلع ةرطاقلا عضن
.ةيملاعو ةيناسنإ رثكأ

 تايصوتو تاحرتقم نم ،ماهلا رمتؤملا اذه هرمثيس ام ىلإ ،مامتهالا لماكب علطتن ذإو
 ماقملاب انتاينمتم لمجأ نع مكل نيبرعم ،هيف نيقومرملا نيكراشملاب بحرن اننإف ،ةءانب
 ةينطولا ةيخيراتلا ةنيدملا هذه ،ءارمحلا شكارم ضرأ باحر يفو ،انينارهظ نيب بيطلا
 فلآتلل ازمر ،رصاعملا اهروطتبو ،ةيفاقثلاو ةيراضحلا اهملاعمب دسجت يتلاو ،ةيملاعلاو
.هيمظنمب ماتخلا يف نيهونمو ،هيلع نيلماعلل ةلبقو ،دوشنملا يناسنإلا

.قيفوتلاب مكلاغشأ للكو ،هللا مكناعأ

.هتاكربو ىلاعت هللا ةمحرو مكيلع مالسلاو
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برغملا كلم ةلالج

.هبحصو هلآو هللا لوسر انالوم ىلع مالسلاو ةالصلاو  ،هدحو هلل دمحلا

،ةداعسلاو يلاعملا باحصأ

،ةداسلاو تاديسلا تارضح

 نيربعم ،ةسايسلل يناثلا يملاعلا رمتؤملا لاغشأ يف نيكراشملا ىلإ هجوتن نأ انل بيطي
.هناضتحال حاتفنالاو مالسلا ضرأ ،برغملا مكرايتخاب انتداشإ نع

 نوحشمو ،ةقيمع تالوحتب عوبطم قايس يف مئتلي ماهلا رمتؤملا اذه نإف ،نوملعت امكو
 فلتخم تبرض يتلا ةيداصتقالاو ةيلاملا ةمزألا تناك اذإو .ديقعتلا ةغلاب تاهجوتب
 رظنلا ةداعإ ةرورض ةزربم ،تالؤاستلا نم ةلمج تراثأ دق ةيسيئرلا ةيملاعلا قاوسألا
 صرحب لمعلا ىلع عيمجلا ثحتست اهنإف ،يملاعلا يداصتقالا ماظنلا سسأ يف
.ةنمزم ةيسايسو ةيعامتجا ةمزأ ىلإ اهلوحت نود ةلوليحلل

 ،هتيرارمتساب نمؤي ملاعلا ناك ماظن ناكرأ ةوقب ةقوبسملا ريغ ةمزألا هذه تزه دقل
 ةيلاملا تاسسؤملا زربأ ضعب رايهنا نأ ديب .ةيلاربيللا وحن عافدنالا لظ يف اميسال
 نم طرفملا ررحتلا نع ةمجانلا تازواجتلا نع الضف ،نامتئالا ةمزأ لاحفتساو ،ةيملاعلا
 يلاربيل ماظن ةروطسأ يف حضاولا كيكشتلا ىلإ تدأ لماوع اهلك ؛ينوناقلا ريطأتلا
 ةدودحم ،ةيفرظلا هذه اهتزرفأ يتلا ةريبكلا تالالتخالا ترهظأ ثيح ؛يلومشو بلص
 ةقلطملا ةطلسلا ىلع ةينبملاو ،ةيلاربيللا راصتناب خيراتلا ةياهن ىلع ةمئاقلا ةيؤرلا
.ةيجيتارتسإلاو ةيطبضلا اهتايلوؤسم نع لودلا يلخت نعو ،قوسلل

 لودلا مكلت سيل ،ةلودلا ةدوع ىلإ ةحلم ةجاح يف ،مويلا ملاعلا نأ تنابأ اهنأ امك
 رودلا وهو .قوسلل ةمظنملاو ،ةيرصعلا ةيطارقميدلا ،ةيجيتارتسإلا ةلودلا لب ،ةيلومشلا
.يلاربيللا حاتفنالل ىربكلا تازاجنإلا هتبجح يذلا

 ةماكح ىلإ ةجاحلاب يعولا يمانت اهبكاوي ةلودلا ةدوع ةرورض نإف ،كلذ ةازاومبو
 ىوقلا يف مكحتلاو ،ةحماجلا ةملوعملا قاوسألا ةلكيه ىلع ةرداق ،ةفصنمو ةلماش ةيملاع
.اهيف ةلعافلا

 ،لئالقلا لودلا ةعيلط يف ناك برغملا نإف ،يملاعلا داصتقالا برض يذلا دملا اذه مامأو
 اياضقلا هذه ةجلاعم ىلع ،اهتعاطتسا ردق تلمعو ،ةمزألا ةهجاومل تدعتسا يتلا
.ةيريصملا

 طرخناو ،حتفنملا يلاربيللا داصتقالا ماظن اركبم دمتعا برغملا نوك نم مغرلا ىلعو
 اهلكش يف ةيلاربيللا تازواجت ءارو قايسنالا مدع ىلع امود صرحي هنإف ،هيف
 ريرحت يف ةيلاربيلل يخيراتلا رودلا راكنإل ةاعدم نوكي نأ يغبني ال يذلا ،شحوتملا
.ةيناسنإلا مدقتو

 داصتقاو ،مظنمو لكيهم يفرصمو يلام ماظن لضفب ،اندالب تنكمت دقف ،انه نمو
 تابلقتلا تايعادت يف مكحتلا نم ،يعانصلا عونتلا ىلعو ةعارزلا ىلع ينبم ،نزاوتم
.ةيبلسلا اهتاساكعنا نم ايبسن دحلاو لب ،هرسأب ملاعلا تزه يتلا ةيداصتقالا

 ةماكحلا" ـب هتيمست نكمي امب لمعلل اقابس برغملا ناك ،ليوط تقوب ةمزألا روهظ لبقف
 دوقعلا لالخ ملاعلا تحاتجا يتلا ،ةملوعلا تاساكعنا نم دحي ماظنب يأ ،"ةيناسنإلا
.ةيناسنإ رثكأ اهلعجبو لب ،ةريخألا

 ،ةيسيئر تاهجوتب ذخألاو اياضقلا نم ددع ىلع بابكنالا ىلع هصرح ناك ،مث نمو
.يلاحلا عضولل اهتمءالمو ،ةغلابلا اهتيمهأ دعب اميف تبثأ

 تاعلطتلا نم قيمع بواجتو ،ةيطسو تارايتخاب خسار مازتلاو ،هللا نم قيفوتبو
 تائفلاو تاهجلا نم سوملم نماضتو ،ةيحلا مهاوقو انينطاومل ةعورشملاو ةقيقحلا
 بساكم انققحو ،ةمادقم تاردابم ةدع انذختا ،انرصع يف لعاف طارخناو ،ةمورحملا
 مدقتلا ةيمهأب الوؤسم ايعو امنإو ،ارخافت اهضعب ركذ ىلع نايتإلا لكشي ال ،ةماه
 قيرطلا يف ،مزعو مزحب ،امدق يضملا ىلع ازفاح ،كلذ لبق ،هربتعن اننإ لب .زرحملا
.يرصعو مدقتمو يطارقميدو دحوم برغم ءانب لامكتسال مزاللا ،ليوطلاو قاشلا

 ،ناسنإلا ةنونيك نم اهنأل ،تومت نلو مل ليبنلا اهموهفمب ةسايسلا نأ ،كلذ يف انقلطنم
 نم اهصلختب ،سانلاب اطابترا تدادزا اهنإ لب ؛ةيطارقميدلا رهوجو ،نكمملا نف اهنألو
 ةديجلا ةماكحلاو برقلاو ةعساولا ةكراشملا ىلع اهمايقو ،ةيوسايسلا ةسايسلا
.ةينوكلا ةنطاوملاو

 ،نوناقلا ةدايسب ةيوقلا ةلودلا ديطوت ىلع موقي مكحلا يف انبهذم ناك مث نمو
 لعجو ،ةيلومشلا اهداعبأ يف ناسنإلا قوقح خيسرتو ،ةيكراشتلا ةيطارقميدلاو
 رقفلا ةبراحمل ةيرشبلا ةيمنتلل ةينطولا ةردابملا قالطإب ،ةيمنتلا بلص يف ناسنإلا
 عيراشمو جماربو ،ىربك شاروأ ةسايس عم ةازاومب ،شيمهتلاو ءاصقإلاو ةشاشهلاو
 ةماكحلا جاهتنا اذكو ؛ةلئاه ةيمومع تارامثتساب اساسأ ةلومم ،ةلكيهم تاططخمو
 قيمعلا حالصإلا قالطإو ،يتاذلا  مكحلل ةمادقملا ةردابملا حارتقاو ،ةيبارتلاو ةيوهجلا
 ةيحورلا ميقلا نع عافدلاو ،نايدألا نيب راوحلا يف لعافلا طارخنالاو ،ءاضقلل
 فرطتلا لاكشأ ةفاك دض ،ءاخإلاو نماضتلاو لادتعالاو حماستلل ىلثملا ةيناسنإلاو
.قالغنالاو فنعلاو

،ةداسلاو تاديسلا تارضح

 يأ بايغ يف ،ةيلاملا ةيعبتلاو ةيطمنلا جذامنلا ةيدودحم ةنهارلا ةمزألا ترهظأ دقل
 .اهتسراممو جذامنلا هذه يف قيقدت

 ،تافاقثلاو راكفألاب وأ ،ةيرشبلا اياضقلاب رمألا قلعت ءاوس ،عونتلا ةيمهأ تدكأ امك
 ةيجامدإ ،ةعسوم ةملوع ىلإ ةجاحلا تزربأ امنإ ،كلذب يهو ،يعيبطلا اهطيحمو
 تارايتخالا ىلع حاتفنالاو ،ةضراعملا تاوصألل تاصنإلا ىلع ةصيرح ،ةيكراشتو
.ةفلتخملا
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ROYAL MESSAGE

His Majesty King Mohammed VI

Praise to god

May Peace and blessings be upon the Prophet, His Kith 
and Kin

Your Excellencies, 

Ladies and gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to send this message to the 
participants in the second session of the World Policy 
Conference. I commend your choice of Morocco, a land 
of peace and open-mindedness, as the venue for your 
conference.

As you know, this important conference is taking places at a 
critical time when complex trends are gripping the world.

The financial crisis and the economic crisis, which fol-
lowed, have affected all major international markets, 
prompted questions and underscored the need to recon-
sider the rules of the game worldwide. The new situation 
also requires much vigilance, lest the financial crisis be-
come a chronic social and political crisis.

The recent economic and financial crisis has seriously 
undermined an economic order whose sustainability 
was never in doubt, particularly amid the general eager-
ness to embrace liberalism.

The collapse of some of the major financial institutions, 
the widespread loan crisis and unbridled deregulation 
have profoundly challenged the myth of omnipotent, 
omniscient liberalization. The gaps that were exposed 
showed the limitations of the vision based on the End 
of History, and the triumph of liberalism, which is itself 
founded on the “all-powerful” market, in which States 
seem to have relinquished their strategic responsibilities.

In fact, the situation underscores the need for the State 
to resume its strategic role, not as a totalitarian State, 
but as a modern regulator. The part it plays has been 
somewhat overshadowed by the great strides made by 
liberal economic thinking.

At the same time, there has been increased awareness of 
the need for equitable, global governance which is capa-
ble of checking sweeping globalization and regulating 
the mighty forces of globalized markets.

When this tidal wave hit the world, Morocco was one 
the few countries that were prepared for it and did what 
it could to address the crucial issues involved.

Although it embraced a liberal economic policy quite 
early, Morocco has been cautious not to be carried away 
by the excesses of liberalism. One cannot, however, deny 
the historic role liberalism has played in the advance-
ment and liberation of mankind.

Because it has always had a well-structured, regulated fi-
nancial and banking system, a balanced economy rooted 
in agriculture, and a diversified industrial base, Morocco 
has managed to check the effects of the economic crisis 
that has rocked the world and limit, to a certain extent, 
its adverse consequences.

Well before the recent crisis struck, it had anticipated 
the need to practise what one may call “governance with 
a human face,” that is to say a system of governance that 
is capable of mitigating the effects of globalisation and 
make this phenomenon, which has marked the past de-
cades, more humane.

In this respect, Morocco has actively sought to address 
a number of issues and act on the basis of major policy 
guidelines that have since proved to be particularly re-
levant and timely.

By the grace of Almighty god, we have remained deep-
ly committed to a middle-of-the-road approach in our 
earnest efforts to fulfil the genuine legitimate aspiration 
of our citizens and of the nation’s forces. We have also 
managed to show tangible solidarity with disadvantaged 
regions and segments of the population, while keeping 
up with the times. To achieve this, I have launched se-
veral bold initiatives and the country has been able to 
accomplish a lot. If we mention some of our achieve-
ments, it is not because we want to sing our own praises, 
but rather to show how aware we are of the amount of 
progress made. Those accomplishments constitute an 
incentive to make headway on the long, arduous path 
ahead in order to complete the task of building a united, 
democratic, advanced and modern nation.

Constructive politics will always be a basic part of hu-
man activity. As the art of the possible and the linchpin 
of democracy, politics is most efficient when it is close 
to the citizen’s concerns, and when it shuns politics for 
politics’ sake by promoting broad participation, outreach 
programs, good governance and global citizenship.

This is how we came to adopt participatory democracy 
in a State which derives its strength from the rule of 
law and deep respect for all types of human rights. At 
the same time, we are seeking to place man at the heart 

of the development process and have, to this end, laun-
ched the National Initiative for Human Development 
in order to fight poverty, vulnerability, social exclusion 
and marginalization. Furthermore, we have initiated 
major projects through government investments. We 
have also embarked on a policy based on good gover-
nance at regional and community levels. Similarly, we 
have come up with a proposal for an autonomy status in 
the southern provinces. We are also implementing far-
reaching reforms in the justice sector. Furthermore, we 
are actively involved in the ongoing interfaith dialogue 
and are seeking to uphold spiritual values and humane 
ideals which advocate tolerance, moderation, solidarity 
and fraternity, and oppose all forms of extremism, vio-
lence and ostracism.

Ladies and gentlemen,

The current crisis has shown the limitations of standar-
dized models and of blind financial conformity without 
careful examination of financial practises and models.

It has also shown the need to respect the diversity of 
people, or ideas, of cultures and of the physical environ-
ment in which they evolve. Finally, it has demonstrated 
the need for a broad-based, inclusive and participatory 
form of globalization that takes into consideration dif-
ferent opinions, views and approaches.

In short, the crisis may well prove to be a blessing in 
disguise, provided we manage to reconsider the basic 
premises, dominant schools of thought and intellectual 
barriers that have wreaked havoc on entire segments of 
the global economy.

We need a sophisticated approach to light the way for a 
world that is almost groping in darkness due to superficial, 
simplistic methods, and to avoid having to choose between 
the State and/or the market and to avoid zero-sum games.

The aim is to opt for the only approach that is realistic, 
relevant and ambitious, in which the State supports, re-
gulates and supervises economic activity, while helping 
to achieve the full potential of the market.

To fulfil this objective and promote the above vision, 
Morocco is counting on the World Policy Conference to 
prompt serious reflection on all the aspects involved and 
actively seek solutions. We look forward with keen inte-
rest to your valuable contributions, given your vast expe-
rience and great competence in your respective fields.

You have highlighted the dangers of truncated globa-
lisation and of the inadequacy of global governance 
mecanisms.
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You have also been reminding us of the limitations of 
liberal thinking and of the risks inherent in standardi-
zing models as well as in deadlocked situations that result 
from uninspiring ideas and from the complicity of cer-
tain leaders, their procrastination, or their failure to play 
a pioneering role in terms of giving global developments  
a humane, positive meaning, anticipating them, interpre-
ting them properly and giving them concrete substance in 
everyday life, in a wise, competent, impartial manner.

You have earnestly been calling for political, economic 
and social diversity, promoting the virtues of openness 
and seeking to convince others to embrace the same 
ideals and re-focus the debate on States in general, and 
the countries of the South in particular.

In this respect, I would like you to go a step further, en-
rich “globalness,” add a human and spiritual dimension 
to it, and take into account the vast array of complex 
challenges confronting mankind.

I request you to look further south and link the current 
debate on the Mediterranean to the stakes in Africa, 
and to incorporate issues relating to new paradigms of 
thought that seek to bolster the unity, sovereignty and 
inviolability of States, encourage regional integration to 
fight backwardness, partition, terrorism and instability, 
resist hegemony and the creation of fragile entities for 
which there is no place in this time and age of major 
blocs and groupings, and promote good governance. 
Special emphasis should also be laid on key questions 
regarding agriculture, water resources, energy, food, se-
curity, health care, the climate and the environment.

Calling for new economic regulations and a restructu-
ring of the world’s geopolitical balance is not a form of 
speculative musing. The density and complexity charac-
terizing interaction between nations and people consti-
tute a threat to global peace and stability, perhaps to the 
survival of mankind.

Ensuring peace and stability requires genuine gover-
nance based on justice and discipline. The reference here 
is to setting up a “universal society” based on bottom-up, 
participatory decision-making processes, the develop-
ment of an international policy forum and the adoption 
of spiritual parameters, such as niyya, which refers, in 
Islam, to a fundamental dimension involving a dynamic 
interplay between intention, sincerity and faith.

Such a project should not be yet another instruction 
from people in senior positions; rather, it should be the 
result of an inclusive political and cultural process that 
can contribute to lasting peace, guarantee the right to 
balanced trade and ensure respect for diversity.

It should be based on a fundamental approach that seeks 
to uphold universal values by focusing on the individual, 
not by crushing him. This roadmap for global peace, sket-
ched out more than two centuries ago, is a timely project 
that we should be able to implement in the medium term, 
provided we come up with the means required and adopt 
an approach that is both practical and ambitious.

Morocco is keen to remain at the heart of this powerful 
trend which heralds a sweeping reorganization of poli-
tical forces, of the rules of the economic game, of social 
practices and of the exchange of ideas.

“globalness” is still a new concept everywhere in the world. 
Morocco is calling for a new, more equitable, participatory 
“globalness;” a “globalness” with a human face; one that 
makes the world at peace with itself, promotes integration, 
imparts a sense of purpose and enhances confidence.

We have to make sure everyone is actively involved in 
this global trend; all players, all countries –big and small– 
should rally around an unprecedented, inspiring project:  
that of building a “universal society” which helps us  
reconnect with the spirit of the Enlightenment, as seen by  
Emmanuel Kant, and with the work of Ibn Khaldun, the 
first theoretician of the international history of civilizations.

We will then be on our way toward achieving a major 
ambition, namely to give “globalness” a truly human and 
universal essence.

Welcome to Marrakech, a city steeped in history, with a my-
riad of cultural monuments; a symbol of the human empathy 
and mutual assistance we all yearn for. I keenly look forward 
to your constructive proposals and recommendations.

Before concluding this message, I would like to pay tribute 
to all those who were directly or indirectly involved in orga-
nizing this major event and seeking to ensure its success.

Wassalamu alaikum warahmatullah wabarakatuh

OPENING SPEECH

Thierry de Montbrial

Mr Advisor, representing His Majesty; Prime Ministers; 
Presidents; Excellencies; Ladies and gentlemen.

I am happy to be in this magnificent city of Marrakech 
and in this magnificent country to open this conference. As 
his representative, Sir, please extend my appreciation to His 
Majesty for the very substantial speech you just read. 

I would first like to recall that the goal of the World 
Policy Conference, now in its second year, is to help re-
build global governance. This is a goal that is both very 
specific and very ambitious.

We are talking about “governance” rather than “govern-
ment” to convey the need for flexible coordination sys-
tems at a time when purely hierarchical structures seem 
unsuited to the challenges facing the world. global  
governance essentially involves coordinating the pro-
duction of public goods as they are understood by States, 
which remain the basic reality of international society. 
Each country has its own vision of public goods, a vision 
affected –by not determined– by global debate.

As you said, Sir, what we are seeking to do today –by 
“we,” I mean the World Policy Conference, but also 
anyone working on the issue of governance– is to achie-
ve a practicable and realistic approximation of the plan 
for perpetual peace: that old concept that, as you said, is 
associated with illustrious names. You mentioned Ibn 
Khaldoun: many Westerners would benefit from rea-
ding the works of this great philosopher and historian. 
Naturally, the writings of the Abbé de Saint-Pierre, 
Emmanuel Kant and, more recently, the german philo-
sopher Jürgen Habermas also come to mind.

We want to help develop a concrete and realistic ver-
sion of this concept. This is a vital challenge because, if 
we fail to adapt our coordination structures to a world 
that is changing rapidly, and even too rapidly, we will 
experience systemic crises the likes of which the recent 
economic and financial crisis would only be a preview 
of things to come. We must therefore avoid the risk of 
a major structural crisis worldwide. That’s the defensive 
aspect, but it is also important to develop coordination 
methods that are lasting and universally beneficial.

I personally regret that after the Second World War, the 
name League of Nations was replaced by United Nations. 
That was undoubtedly inevitable because the League of 
Nations was bankrupt due to events during the interwar 
period. But I believe that at our current stage of deve-
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lopment, the expression League of Nations corresponds 
better to reality than United Nations, simply because the  
nations are not, or not yet, united. The States as a whole 
constitute a society much more than a community, in 
the sociological sense of these terms. What we want to 
construct is a true League of Nations. Any society must 
be structured to reflect common, overarching interests, 
those that transcend the inevitable conflicts between its 
members. It must be organised in such a way as to prevent 
or limit the effects of disturbances of all kinds, whether 
economic or political in nature. 

For those familiar with the early works of Henry  
Kissinger on the Congress of Vienna and the creation of a  
European entente after the Napoleonic wars, I am thin-
king in particular of the “revolutionary actor” concept. 
The revolutionary actor is the one who refuses to obey 
the established rules for the common good, and who, as 
a result, imperils society. Every society must take steps 
to restrict actors who seek to destroy or destabilise it.

These ideas may seem abstract, but in fact they are very 
concrete. The great French mathematician and physicist 
Paul Langevin once said, “The concrete is the abstract 
rendered familiar through use.” These abstract ideas ty-
pically take shape in the process of organising interna-
tional trade. The WTO’s goal is to maintain a basically 
open economic system because we know that if the sys-
tem closes up, we will again experience crises compa-
rable to those that occurred in the 1930s, which led to 
the Second World War, through protectionism, the rise 
of nationalist movements and the rest. And the issue 
of fighting troublemakers has now taken a decidedly 
concrete turn, with international terrorism orchestrated 
by non-state political actors such as Al-Qaeda.

These issues should be further examined from two pers-
pectives: time and space.

From the perspective of time, we must take care to build 
a coordination system that is viable both over the me-
dium and long term without, however, neglecting short- 
and medium-term issues. So we must be prepared to 
work on two different timescales. With regard to space, 
we must work at both regional and global level. It is not 
reasonable to expect us to develop mechanisms for re-
solving all local problems on a global scale. One of the 
major shortcomings of governance as it operates today is 
precisely the poor way it handles regional issues.

I think that at future sessions of the World Policy 
Conference –and this includes our work over the next 
two days– we should keep this time-space distinction in 
mind: short/medium and medium/long term on the one 
hand, regional and global on the other.

I believe that a reformed United Nations –which, I am 
aware, will certainly never again be called the League of 
Nations– will have to set itself the objective of ensuring 
cohesion and the legitimacy of the coordination systems 
developed for each major problem affecting the world as 
a whole, at the various levels of time and space.   

Allow me to say a few words about events that have oc-
curred since our first meeting a little more than a year ago 
in Evian. I am thinking in particular about the economic 
and financial crisis. Those of you who attended the mee-
ting last year remember that the WPC coincided with 
a dramatic worsening of the crisis. Jean-Claude Trichet 
had taken the time to come despite the enormous ten-
sion. Today it is safe to say that the financial crisis is 
behind us –as long as we do not slacken off and think 
that because things are going better, we can do without 
essential systemic reforms.

With regard to the economic situation, the picture is far 
from clear. Most experts are still floundering when it 
comes to developing exit strategies. No one knows how 
many years it will take to put the economic system as a 
whole back on the rails.

But beyond the economic aspect, I want to emphasise 
that global governance does not only involve the eco-
nomy –there is also strong interaction between the eco-
nomy and politics, security problems and a certain num-
ber of more specialised issues, such as energy, climate 
change, health and the environment. We will address all 
of these topics during the conference.

I must say –no doubt too abruptly– that the world has 
seen little progress in these areas over the past year. With 
respect to energy, for example, since we will be at the 
Copenhagen Conference in two months, I fear that we 
are heading toward disappointment because the gover-
nance and negotiation systems for issues as complex as 
the link between energy and climate change are not up 
to the task. The same holds true for other issues as well, 
including health care. We therefore have an enormous 
amount of work ahead of us.

To address these concerns, I would like to make a few 
comments from the standpoint of methodology. Firstly, 
I want to underscore the primacy of States. The World 
Policy Conference was conceived in late 2007 and first 
held in 2008. We were the first to recall the principle of 
the primacy of States at a time when it was still fashio-
nable to consider them as nothing more than hindran-
ces to the advent of the “best of all worlds.”

Yes, States have primacy because by definition they em-
body the common good of their people, even though 

they do so imperfectly, which brings us back to the sub-
ject of coordination that I was just discussing. 

Naturally, States must also implement domestic reforms 
and not only in the way they coordinate intergovern-
mental relations. In order to improve the functioning of 
systems as complex as finance, energy, health care, etc., 
they must cooperate with other stakeholders and thus the 
other active or political units concerned on a case-by-case 
basis. States must segment and coordinate, which involves 
the UN objective that I previously referred to. In support, 
we need a spirit of cooperation that transcends conflicts 
and differences –lacking which, nothing is possible. And 
that, most likely, is the major obstacle.

Over the past few years, I have been trying to describe this 
new world in my writings. Last year in Evian, I used three 
terms for that purpose: multipolarity, heterogeneity and 
globality. Allow me to say a few words about each subject.

Multipolarity: The United States, of course, is and will 
remain the leading world power for the foreseeable 
future. No one disputes that. But on every governance  
issue, the United States can no longer claim to hold the  
only key to the common good. It must reason more in 
terms of partnership than in terms of leadership, which 
is not inherent in its culture. It must learn to work with 
other players. But the poles corresponding to each of the 
above-mentioned issues are not necessarily the same. If 
I may use mathematical language, the intersection of all 
sets of the poles corresponding to the different issues 
obviously include the United States. The United States 
is always among the poles, at least at global level. This 
is a very important point. For each issue, therefore, we 
must identify the poles. For example, the creation of the 
g20 seems like a positive initiative in terms of macro-
economic coordination and global finance. But in terms 
of major political concerns, the appropriate g would 
probably consist of permanent members of a reformed  
Security Council within the United Nations system. 
And we must acknowledge that little progress has been 
made on that front.

What I want to say about the gs –groups corresponding 
to the various governance issues– is this. Firstly, selec-
ting members for a g depends on the issue in question, 
but when a g is formed, a charter must be developed 
that defines both the rights and responsibilities of each 
member. The aim is to ensure effective governance in 
the relevant field, not only for the good of the group’s 
members but also for the good of others. And that raises 
a challenge we face everywhere: for a group to operate 
effectively, it must be large enough to include the main 
players in the relevant field without being too large to 
function properly. As an example, one of the major pro-
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blems in the energy and climate negotiations, which we 
will surely see in Copenhagen, is that there are too many 
players, at least during the current phase.

Defining an appropriate g –the right size for each pro-
blem– is a difficult exercise, but I repeat: each g must 
have a charter of rights and responsibilities. The respon-
sibilities must include contributions to the common 
good by providing substantial resources –economic and 
military, for example.

I cannot emphasise strongly enough the responsibi-
lity aspect. It seems to me, ladies and gentlemen, that 
we have much to do. Unless I am misinformed, I am 
unaware that any existing gs are making any effort to 
precisely describe their duties in writing, not only for the 
good of their members but for the good of other States 
as well. In that regard, I think it would be appropriate 
to revise the entire United Nations Charter. And allow 
me to add, even if it means putting a cat among the pi-
geons, that even certain documents approved by the UN 
general Assembly, such as the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights –“universal” because at the last minute 
René Cassin managed to replace the word “internatio-
nal” with this adjective–, would pose a problem. The De-
claration of Human Rights is superb, many support it 
and of course I do myself, unconditionally, but it is not 
universal: because not all members of the international 
society participated in drafting it, it is not an integral 
part of all cultures. So we have important work to do in 
specifying both the rights and responsibilities of the gs’ 
members. And this especially pertains to the members 
of the most recent addition, the g20.

Underlying these issues, however, are problems of  
effectiveness and legitimacy. Effectiveness demands that 
a group not have too many members and that, of course,  
the group itself be properly organised. Legitimacy  
demands a sufficient number of members and that there 
be mechanisms for addressing the interests of non-
members –and in this area everything, or at least much, 
remains to be done. 

Of course, when we talk about these groups, which have 
been proliferating over the years, we must also include 
international organisations in the economic sector, such 
as the World Bank and International Monetary Fund. 
For the most part, the issue of linkage and coherence 
among these institutions remains to be decided and, as 
I said before, a reformed United Nations could play a 
major role in this area.

Heterogeneity, my second description for this new glo-
bal system, refers to a key issue. The ideological factor  
remains very important in today’s world. Ideology sim-

ply means that each nation operates according to a “sys-
tem of ideas” and such systems do not form a coherent 
whole. Fukuyama’s “end of history” equation (democracy 
+ market economy => peace + prosperity) is based on an 
ideological premise that is particularly open to question 
because the terms used are not defined with any preci-
sion. So it is not operational.

We must therefore recognise that different groups of peo-
ple, different nations and different political entities have 
different ideologies and cultures. And the only way to 
work together is to be tolerant of one another. You yourself, 
Sir, used this word a few moments ago. Tolerance means 
respect for others, listening to others, and constructively 
trying to understand them. We can all agree that this ef-
fort has generally been very inadequate. In fact, it is not 
easy to understand someone else’s mindset.

One example is China’s foreign policy. China is not well 
represented at this year’s World Policy Conference, but I 
have reason to hope it will be better represented next year. 
When the Chinese say things that shock us, we should 
interpret them through the lens of their culture and his-
tory. We then realise these are not intended as subterfuges 
against Western interests, for example. When the Chine-
se draw attention to the dangers that may result from 
occupying Iraq or Afghanistan, as they have been doing 
since the early 1990s, they haven’t necessarily been trying 
to catch Westerners in a trap. These are basically fair ar-
guments and this type of speech can be best understood 
in reference to a strategic culture in which the absence of 
war is generally preferable to a state of war. That goes well 
beyond the Latin adage, Si vis pacem, para bellum: “If you 
want peace, prepare for war.” So there are wide gaps in 
understanding that we must take very seriously.

I will not have enough time to elaborate on another idea 
that I will have to be content with sketching out. I am 
talking about the problem of translation. Think about the 
documents that govern the European Union. Now think 
about the failed plan for a constitution. The effort to write 
a text that would work in all EU languages condemns 
it, by necessity, to a sort of vacuity or at least an extreme 
linguistic poverty because all languages express a certain 
mindset. What we should be seeking in a revised and edi-
ted Constitution would not be a series of translated texts, 
but those that are perceived expressing cultural equiva-
lents through the cultures of different nations. That, to my 
mind, is an avenue worth exploring.  

Lastly, my third description is globality. globalisation is 
the result of the revolution in information and commu-
nication technologies. By its very nature, it is an irre-
versible phenomenon. Not completely, however. Let me 
explain: it is a phenomenon that perpetuates itself by 

extension but it can be artificially stopped. Nothing pre-
vents States from re-establishing trade barriers. Nothing 
prevents them, for example, from using the same tech-
nologies to control websites. It bears repeating it would 
be disastrous if States were to give in to that, meaning 
it could lead to a third world conflict. A real one. So we 
must, at all costs, come together and allow globalisation 
to continue on its way, but in a more harmonious man-
ner, to use a word essential to Chinese culture.

We must seek ways to govern that will support harmo-
nious globalisation. That, in the final analysis, is the ob-
jective of the World Policy Conference process. It assu-
mes a certain number of conditions that I earlier tried to 
delineate, with tolerance a particularly important factor.

Our work follows the general principles that I just outlined.

For this year’s conference, called a Groundwork Meeting, we 
have chosen seven major themes with a dozen roundtables.

For each theme, I strongly encourage you to identify 
the relevant issues and main points that call for impro-
vement. Outline solutions, yes, but as they say, “A pro-
blem well-stated is a problem half-solved.” Personally, I 
think that a well-stated problem at this point is already 
an accomplishment. And that does not mean spreading 
ourselves too thin. I also urge you to work in a spirit of 
tolerance and mutual respect. There is no place at the 
World Policy Conference for unilateral statements of an 
ideological or polemical nature. We are here in search of 
ways to advance the common good.

From this perspective, I am confident that over the years 
the World Policy Conference will help push things 
forward a bit. To that end, I wish to recall two of the 
principles discussed in Evian. Our goal is to bring to-
gether committed and often high-level figures active 
in political life with business leaders and other major 
representatives of all parties with a stake in globalisation 
issues, including opinion leaders. We also want to give 
the floor to States which, in practice, typically have no 
voice on this matter. It is in this way that we can hope 
to build a better world, a world that will still be liveable 
in 2100 and 2200. And god knows that it is not easy to 
imagine what the world will be like in the year 2200.

But there is one thing I do know: if we do not make 
every effort today to improve global governance over the 
long term, the world in 2100 or 2200 will be unliveable. 

That, ladies and gentlemen, is why we are here. I would 
again like to thank everyone who worked so hard to 
make this conference possible. I want to especially 
acknowledge our Moroccan friends as a sign of my  
appreciation, particularly those sitting in the first row.
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DINNER SPEECH

Jean-David Levitte 

I hope I’m not going to spoil your dinner after a long 
day of work which must have been tiring, though cer-
tainly fascinating. Thierry asked me to speak about a ra-
ther weighty topic –global governance.

I would first like to thank, through my friend Taïeb 
Fassi Fihri, his Majesty and all the authorities of the 
Kingdom of Morocco for the wonderful welcome we 
have once again received in Marrakech. 

I would also like to thank Thierry de Montbrial, Presi-
dent of Ifri, for all the work he has done over the decades 
and for taking the initiative to create the World Policy 
Conference. President Sarkozy attended the first one 
with President Medvedev and other heads of State. It 
took place a year ago in Evian and the topic was “security.”  
This year it is “global governance.” I cannot think of any 
subject more important that could bring us together for 
two or three days of intense and open discussions even 
though –yes, I know– it’s on the record. So I’m going to 
tread carefully and try to avoid any pitfalls!

Why do I believe there is no subject more important? 
Quite simply because, as you know, we live in a globa-
lised –a doubly globalised– world. No country today 
can claim to settle any problem by itself; all States are 
literally interdependent and, secondly, all problems are 
interrelated. We are therefore condemned to working 
together on a global scale.

We live in a profoundly transformed world: we lived 
through the bipolar world, then the unipolar moment 
came and went, lasting a decade from the fall of the 
Berlin Wall to the fall of the Twin Towers in New York. 
We are now experiencing a multipolar world and I’m 
convinced that, when the current economic crisis ends, 
the hierarchy of world powers will not be exactly the 
same as it was when the crisis began. That’s obvious: 
countries like China, India and Brazil will rise in rank. 
We must take all of this into account. 

The major question this raises is whether our multipolar 
world will be harmonious or antagonistic. The answer is 
not obvious. Many factors encourage antagonism. From 
an economic perspective, there is a strong temptation for 
each party to go its own way, especially during a crisis. 
And there is a real risk of confrontation in the commer-
cial sphere with regard, for example, to currency parities 
or competition over investments. I could also cite many 
other examples. It seems to me if that we want a harmo-
nious multipolar world, we need effective multilatera-
lism. It’s like oiling the gears –it’s absolutely necessary.

And it’s all the more necessary because, for the first time 
in human history, we are confronted with global crises that 
threaten not only our economic future but also the future of 
our planet. I am referring in particular to global warming, 
which we will address in Copenhagen on 18 December.

I will end this brief introduction with one comment: we 
often have the impression that humanity is evolving in 
a linear direction that sometimes reaches a plateau after 
periods of progress before moving forward again.

I believe that is the wrong way of looking at things. If 
you look at the history of civilisations, you will notice, as 
did Paul Valéry, that they are mortal; many of them have 
completely died out. The difference between yesterday 
and today is that in our current globalised world, all ci-
vilisations are facing the same perils. It’s not just this or 
that civilisation in danger of regressing or even disap-
pearing: it’s the entire world, it’s our planet. And that 
is also why the issue of global governance is absolutely 
fundamental. If we do not succeed, it will be the law of 
the jungle –in other words, the law of the strongest, and 
we all know how that turns out.

How should we judge our accomplishments since we 
got to work, since the United Nations and other inter-
national organisations faced their responsibilities after 
the end of the bipolar era and especially since the eco-
nomic crisis began? 

Let’s look first at the United Nations: the least one can 
say is that reform has been at a standstill for a long time, 
starting with the Security Council. It is not acceptable 
that we have still not managed to break the impasse. It 
is not acceptable that countries like Japan, India, Bra-
zil, germany or a large African country do not have a 
place among the permanent members of the Security 
Council. We need to solve this problem, yet we have 
been beating around the bush for years. The United  
Kingdom and France are recommending a path of tem-
porary reform. Why temporary? Because over the years 
we have become convinced that we will never succeed 
with one bold stroke. So we consider temporary solu-
tions –10 years, 15 years– that would allow us to try out 
reform before perfecting it and deciding whether we 
still need to work on it and improve it.

A few words about specialised institutions. Here, too, 
there is a lot to do. They are also in need of reform. Let 
me take a random example –the hunger riots we all wit-
nessed. It’s really shocking to realise that two years ago 
hunger riots broke out all over the world while granaries  
were full. There is a real problem with food security  
governance. We spoke about it with my Sherpa colleagues:  
How can we get all the organisations responsible for fee-
ding the world (FAO, WFP, IFAD, World Bank, regional 

development banks) to come together around a common 
project: feeding the world not only today and tomorrow 
but also for decades to come? How can we encourage 
these organisations to join forces, to work together?

Health is another example. We are faced with extremely 
serious epidemics, particularly AIDS. With at least eight 
international organisations dealing with health issues, 
the WHO’s director-general has suggested creating an 
H8 –“H” for Health– so that the eight groups would 
finally start working together!

Another problem demands our attention: the incompa-
tibility of the rights created by the different internatio-
nal organisations.

Let me cite one example: the WTO is a fine organisa-
tion which, while having trouble completing the Doha 
Round, does have a body for settling differences. The 
WTO is the youngest organisation, yet it does not work 
with the International Labour Organisation. One of the 
key issues of our time, however, is the world’s ability to 
ensure universal respect for workers’ basic rights, with 
the aim of fair global competition, while taking into ac-
count differing levels of development. 

Another example is the environmental issue, which did 
not exist when the United Nations was created. In fact, 
the words environment and climate did not even appear 
in the United Nations Charter. Since then, Member 
States have dealt with one problem after another and, 
for each treaty, have created a body to monitor enfor-
cement. Won’t Copenhagen finally be the right time to 
create an International Environmental Organisation 
that would bring together all existing tools and be res-
ponsible for overseeing all the decisions I hope we make 
on 18 December?

I’m using these examples to illustrate the huge task re-
quired to reform the United Nations’ international or-
ganisations.

Now on to the Bretton Woods institutions. Economic 
and financial reforms are moving forward because States 
have taken action in response to the crisis. We set next 
spring as our deadline to complete the reform of the 
World Bank and January 2011 for a provisional reform 
of the International Monetary Fund. We must first spe-
cify their responsibilities, which have been expanded to 
reflect the lessons gleaned from the crisis. It’s a difficult 
job, especially because we will have to redistribute power 
among the States to the benefit of emerging countries.

Let me immediately add that Europe will not be alone in 
paying the cost. And for a good reason: overall, Europe  
has a rightful role in the Monetary Fund even though 
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some of its States have experienced strong growth over 
the years and are under-represented, such as Spain and 
Ireland, while others have grown more slowly and are 
now over-represented. Yet I want to stress that Europe 
has a rightful role. It will be necessary, however –and this 
will be difficult– to find among over-represented coun-
tries worldwide the five points we must give to China 
and other emerging countries, which is legitimate.  
We have much work ahead of us but at least we have a 
set objective, like the deadline: complete the reform by  
January 2011. I’m optimistic that we’ll succeed.

Now I would like to say a few words about the “g” issue: 
g8, g14 or g13, g20. No one disputes the fact that 
we need these informal groups. Since he was elected, 
President Sarkozy has forcefully stated his view that the 
g8 should expand. It is inconceivable to him that we 
continue to decide the planet’s economic future without 
the participation of China, Brazil, India, Mexico, South 
Africa and certain other countries.

This issue was partly addressed in Pittsburgh, where it 
was decided that the g20 would be the primary informal 
forum for dealing with economic and financial concerns. 
But no one discussed what to do about the g8.

We will be discussing this subject with our g8 Sherpa 
colleagues over the weekend. The discussion promises to 
be heated and interesting because the answer is far from 
obvious. In addition to the financial and economic issues 
that are the prerogative of the g20, there are a large 
number of global concerns that are currently handled 
by the g8, such as food security, development aid, aid to 
Africa and non-proliferation. Should we continue this 
way or not? How should we proceed? That’s the purpose 
of our discussion.

The second question is: how should we view the g20? 
It’s a phenomenal success. Why? We must acknowledge 
that it’s partly because of fear and panic. With the fall of 
Lehman Brothers on 15 September last year, we woke up 
to find ourselves on the edge of an abyss. Speaking for 
Europe on the United Nations podium on 23 Septem-
ber, President Sarkozy proposed holding a summit. What 
kind of format would it have? We were very flexible but 
we were certain about one thing: this summit was ne-
cessary to avoid the disaster of the 1930s, namely every 
country for itself, each adopting the solution best suited 
to its national approach, with the combination of all these 
national measures leading right to collective disaster. 

The g20 did remarkable work. It wasn’t easy at the time 
to persuade President george W. Bush, but we did get 
the Washington summit, followed by those in London 
and Pittsburgh. These successive summits resulted in 

decisions –urgent decisions that provided the necessary 
support to banks because for several weeks we had no 
idea from one day to the next how we were going to solve 
the problems faced by certain banks. That has been done 
and the good decisions we made can be credited with pre-
venting new speculative bubbles on an ongoing basis.

The heads of State also decided to support the economy as 
long as necessary –that is, until it picks up again. And de-
cisions unthinkable before the crisis were also taken, such 
as eliminating tax havens and bank secrecy, regulating bo-
nuses, etc. I think deregulation has come to an end; we saw 
where that led us and all of the g20 States have agreed to 
set up, not bureaucratic regulations, but minimum regula-
tions to protect us, if possible, from new crises.  

But the g20 also has its weaknesses. First of all, we don’t 
really know the actual number of member countries. We 
say “g20,” but in fact when you count, there are at least 
24 countries in the room. In Pittsburgh, there were 35 
participants if you added all the international organisa-
tions that were invited. [And you have to multiply] 35 
by 2 because there’s either the President or Prime Mi-
nister and his Finance Minister, which makes 70. If you 
add two staff members, that makes 140. Pittsburgh was 
a little like a train station concourse and that’s a mortal 
sin for a group that’s supposed to be small. If we can’t 
speak to each other freely around a table of reasonable 
size, there’s a risk that each leader will read a speech wi-
thout engaging in real discussion. That is the major risk 
threatening the future of the g20. 

The second risk lies in the absence of clear operational 
rules for the g20. Until now, we have always impro-
vised. But how do we establish a rotation rule? Another 
question: Should we adopt a troika, which we have ty-
pically done, or should we leave full responsibility to the 
country holding the annual presidency? Do we need a 
secretariat? These are the issues we are facing and that 
must be addressed because if not, we risk powerlessness 
and paralysis now that fear has largely disappeared. 
France will take over the g20 presidency in 2011, after 
South Korea in 2010. These two transition years will be 
decisive for ensuring the viability of this new forum.

Now a few comments about Europe’s role. We are living 
in a multipolar world. Where is Europe? Europe is na-
turally suited to playing a major role in the multipolar 
world of the 21st century. We have 500 million citizens 
working together toward a common future, with sha-
red economic regulations and the world’s highest gDP, 
taking the 27 countries as a whole. The EU accounts 
for 60% of public aid to world development and is 
united in defending its commercial interests. All these 
facts are very impressive. But the image that we project 

is somewhat different. In reality, the real question for  
Europeans isn’t “Are we a great power?” but “Do we 
want to be a great power?”

During France’s presidency of the EU, we tried hard 
to be. On behalf of Europe and with the forcefulness 
you know so well, President Sarkozy threw himself into 
trying to settle two serious crises that had not been on 
the French presidency’s agenda: the crisis pitting Russia 
and georgia against each other and the financial cri-
sis that led us to work with other Europeans practically 
every weekend and that drove Europe to recommend 
solutions to the world. It was Europe that suggested the 
g20 meeting. Another example is climate change. For a 
long time, Europe alone was able to put ambitious deci-
sions on the table in perfect compliance with the goals 
of a unanimous scientific community.   

When Europe wants something, it can act. The whole 
question is whether it wants to.

I have just come from Brussels where the European 
Council finally decided to implement the Lisbon Treaty. 
If all goes well, on 1 December the Lisbon Treaty will 
come into force. We must now quickly find a stable pre-
sident for the European Council, who will be Europe’s 
face and voice and who will lead European delegations 
worldwide, likely for a period of five years –and then a 
true European Minister of Foreign Affairs with a quality  
diplomatic apparatus. This official’s title will be “High 
Representative, Commission Vice President,” but he or 
she will really be Europe’s Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
These two new positions will help us better take on the 
responsibilities that we should have.

I believe that in a globalised world with a need for  
effective multilateralism, Europe has much to contribute  
because the EU-27 are successfully practicing multi- 
lateralism every day. We are living our family life by 
practicing the art of compromise on a daily basis. It has 
become second nature for Europeans to continually seek 
solutions in their shared life despite extremely different 
pasts and a history characterised more by periods of war 
than by periods of peace. Are people aware that Europe  
is experiencing its longest period of peace since the 
Roman Empire? We have made war impossible among 
ourselves and each day we are building our common  
future. Can we share our solutions with the world? I 
think so. I truly believe so. We’re working on it.

Instead of a conclusion, I have a few remarks.

Overall, I am strongly optimistic about the world’s  
ability to make the necessary decisions. We did so during 
the economic and financial crisis and we are working 
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toward major progress in Copenhagen on the decisive 
issue of global warming. There is also a desire to move 
forward on other concerns.

All of this is fragile, of course. So what convictions 
should we rely on so that the structure we are seeking to 
build –global and effective governance– does not come 
crashing down around us?

The first conviction comes from the crisis itself. By its 
scope and suddenness, it basically shows us that the old 
way of doing things no longer works. The crisis has ope-
ned our minds. It has liberated all the prisoners of the 
doctrinaire free market approach who used to say: “We 
can’t do anything different because we’ve always done it 
this way.” That’s the first conviction that should guide  
us: we can think differently.

The second conviction is that time is not our ally when 
it comes to global governance. Time works against us  
because as fear about the economy fades and time passes, 
momentum could disappear. We must therefore work 
twice as hard to move ahead quickly and effectively. 

The third conviction is that the crisis has returned the 
State to its proper place. For many years, we were told 
that the globalised world was made for large corpora-
tions, conglomerates and civil society, and that deregula-
tion was the solution to all our woes. On 15 September 
2008, we all understood that perhaps we had been a bit 
hasty and had gone too far. That day, the States found 
themselves confronted with their responsibilities and 
understood that we could only emerge from the crisis 
together, that we were condemned to work collectively 
and, if not, we would all go down together.

Lastly, the fourth conviction, the recipe for success, is  
having grand ambitions and bold objectives. For a simple 
reason: if you ask States to sacrifice their national interests 
for global interests, but the sacrifice you’re requesting will 
only lead to modest progress, who will be willing to sacri-
fice their national interest for this small step forward?

I firmly believe that if we really want to set up global 
governance in the 21st century, we need far-reaching  
vision that aims high. We must have grand ambitions 
and we must not lose any time.

Will we be up to the task? In 1945, amid the ruins of 
World War II, the era’s leaders managed to create insti-
tutions that have served the world well until the recent 
past. It is now up to us to build those we will need for 
the 21st century!

Thank you.

CLOSING SPEECH

Thierry de Montbrial

I will not attempt to draw any real conclusions from these 
two days. It will take time to think about everything that 
was said. Instead, I will limit myself to a few remarks.

The objective of the World Policy Conference, which we 
plan to hold every year, is to make a positive contribu-
tion –and I want to emphasise the word “positive”– to 
meeting the most urgent and serious collective challenge 
for the planet as a whole. We are not going to reshape 
global governance from one day to the next –we would 
be very naïve to think so– yet it is true that time is short. 
In an increasingly interdependent world, the lack of ap-
propriate governance methods can only lead to tragedy.

Over the past two days, we have seen that the problems 
addressed are multi-faceted and that we have to master 
them if we want to be constructive and effective. We do, 
of course, face some formidable technical challenges. That 
is obvious in the economic and financial arena. While the 
field of economics has made enormous strides in recent 
decades, there is still a lack of consensus on many subjects 
among the well-informed. There is much to discuss and 
discussion often requires the latest knowledge –the finan-
cial sphere being just one example of this. 

The same holds true for security. A useful conversa-
tion about political and military issues demands special 
training, a special vocabulary and openness to different 
ways of thinking. Of course, if you consider other, more 
specialised, governance issues such as those we have 
also discussed these past two days –water, food, energy, 
health– each of them assumes a framework of specific 
references and knowledge. In terms of governance, we 
should not rest content with generalities and just chit-
chat, even though common principles may inspire a 
search for solutions. 

To complicate matters, technology is often tinged with 
ideology. We see that constantly. For example, in eco-
nomics, being a monetarist or Keynesian doesn’t only 
reflect a theoretical or empirical choice. There is an ideo-
logical dimension as well. Typically, the “right” tends to 
be monetarist and the “left” Keynesian. If you talk about 
environmental or health issues, everyone will under-
stand that ideology is involved without putting too fine 
a point on it. Ideology encompasses technology and vice 
versa, which complicates debates and discussions.

In addition to technical aspects mixed with ideology, there 
are the political aspects as well. What exactly do we mean 
by “political?” Let’s take the example of the “gs,” those 

somewhat fuzzy groups which, as a whole, have concep-
tually replaced the old directorate idea, a subject of great 
debate in the early 1960s within the Atlantic framework. 
Each group can only function if its members all share 
the political will to achieve positive results. Why is the 
most famous group –the real g5, the Security Council’s 
group of permanent members–ineffective? The answer, 
of course, is because its composition does not reflect the 
realities of the early 21st century, and because, for historic 
reasons, the five permanent Security Council members 
never seem able to agree on a positive action plan. They 
continue to play a zero-sum game, meaning that a gain 
for some members must be a loss for others. 

If, on a certain issue, the relevant g does not agree to a 
positive action plan transcending the individual conflicts 
of interest among members, the group’s work will only 
lead to disappointment. That was why I recommended 
yesterday that each g create a charter of rights and res-
ponsibilities and, of course, an appropriate organisation. 
That is not the current state of affairs.

To my mind, the two currently most important g groups 
are: first, in political matters, the g5, which I have just dis-
cussed (the permanent members of the Security Council); 
and, second, in economic matters, the g20. It is necessary 
to reform the g5 and improve the g20, after which the 
g8 could probably be eliminated. Again, we must clearly 
redefine or adjust the composition and responsibilities of 
these two groups along the lines I specified. The situation 
can only be clarified in a positive spirit of cooperation. We 
are still very far from that point.

Another key factor, which I believe clearly emerged during  
our discussions, is the cultural aspect. I would like to  
return to this subject and I’m very pleased that the message  
conveyed yesterday morning by His Majesty King  
Mohammed VI focused on the human and cultural aspects. 

When I was young, it was fashionable to talk about 
cultures and civilisations. In reality, this dialogue was 
often reduced to bar-room philosophising. It is not a 
matter of bringing together imams, a Catholic priest, 
a Protestant pastor, an Orthodox pope, a rabbi, some 
Buddhists and a few other good souls for light to shine 
forth. It comes down to an issue that I raised yester-
day morning: what is manifestly clear, including during 
the types of discussions we’re having there, is that even 
though we are often close to one another in certain 
respects, we remain enclosed in different mindsets. We 
sometimes use the same words, but behind the verbal 
façade lie more or less incompatible preconceptions. 
Naturally, we cannot truly understand each other under 
such conditions. This fact goes well beyond the simple 
question of language because language expresses culture, 
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as has been mentioned a number of times. Some even 
consider language as a sort of third memory or collective 
unconscious in the Jungian sense. 

We are all aware that in today’s world, growing interpe-
netration, a characteristic of globalisation, is producing 
a cultural stratum that toward uniformity, including the 
way we speak. But this phenomenon is superficial. You 
don’t have to dig too deep to reach other, thicker layers. 
One of the speakers mentioned the universal language, 
meaning English –but which English? “Universal” En-
glish is not the real English language, which is extremely 
rich and complex like all languages of high culture. 

The problem is that the thin layer of the globalised 
sub-culture tends to impoverish conversation and even 
aggravate the lack of understanding at the most basic 
level. This even occurs in international politics. I want to 
go back to an example I alluded to yesterday morning. 
During a recent conversation, a high-level Chinese offi-
cial told me that in his opinion Westerners (the United 
States and European Union) tend regularly to interpret 
his country’s positions negatively, whereas the Chinese 
typically base their criticisms of the Iraq and Afghanis-
tan wars on thousands of years of experience. In fact, 
the Chinese don’t necessarily seek to manipulate us 
every time they tell us something! And when the Rus-
sians claim the georgians attacked South Ossetia, are 
they totally wrong? We all read history in our own way. 
Through a Western cultural prism, the Russian mili-
tary intervention in georgia demonstrated a return to a 
form of imperialism. When the Russians see American 
or Western efforts to expand NATO to georgia, they 
also feel attacked. We are convinced we are spreading 
the good word, leading a human rights crusade, etc. We 
always stay in the proselytising mode, while pretending 
to ignore –or worse still, actually ignoring– the tangi-
ble interests hidden behind our own ideology, which we 
dress up in the name of universal values.

At a minimum, let us recognise that in addition to conflicts 
of interest in the strict sense of the term, the different ways 
of interpreting things may be based on extremely different 
mindsets. This goes right to the heart of the cultural and 
ideological dimension of geopolitics. Let’s at least be suf-
ficiently tolerant and try to understand others’ points of 
view as we would like others to understand ours. Someone 
said yesterday that rather than “tolerance,” he preferred the 
term “empathy.” I, too, like the idea of empathy –the ability 
to put yourself in someone else’s shoes in order to under-
stand his or her perspective. If we don’t all make efforts of 
this kind, we will find it very difficult to create governance 
methods suited to the high level of interpenetration cha-
racteristic of globalisation –even in specialised areas such as 
climate change and health.

As one last example to illustrate this idea, I would like 
to return to the issue of borders. When Western coun-
tries state that the province of Kosovo must become an 
independent State, they are basing this argument on a 
certain interpretation of a nation’s right to self-deter-
mination. But if the South Ossetians demand imple-
mentation of the same principle for their own benefit, 
the same Westerners change their interpretation. Are 
there two sets of rules? That is why international law is 
essential: we need common standards. The development 
of common standards is an integral part of governance. 
When a problem with minorities becomes acute, do we 
favour their right to self-determination or the invio-
lability of borders? Do we favour a concerted effort to 
redraw the borders, as did the group 4 + 2 for german 
reunification? Borders are a latent issue in every part of 
the world. In Europe, the Trans-Dniester strip of land 
–legally part of Moldova– could one day provoke a ma-
jor conflict in the absence of good governance.

When each party in the name of its own vision, its own 
mindset, claims it is right and “others” wrong, we fall 
into a binary tragedy: the good and the bad. And that 
leads to nothing other than calamity.

I think that these issues –cultural in the strongest sense 
of the term– logically precede any calculation of self-
interest and any strategic consideration, even based on 
the broadest consensus of what this means. Of course, 
self-interest can be superimposed on profound anthro-
pological realities and that is generally the case. The fact 
remains, however, that cultural factors are the most basic 
element and deserve close examination in any discus-
sion of governance.

Allow me to add a last comment on this matter by co-
ming back to the issue of translation in the linguistic 
sense of the term. What is the basis for the Ameri-
can Constitution’s success? Stanley Hoffmann, whom 
a number of us here count as a friend, often says: “If 
you could only use one word to define the identity of 
the United States, it would have to be Constitution.”  In 
France, two words would be necessary: State and lan-
guage. The American Constitution is a brief text. It’s a 
sober text. It’s a text that goes right to the heart of the 
matter. It’s a literary text. It’s a text that arouses emo-
tion from the very first paragraph. How are you going 
to arouse emotion if different people create a potpourri 
hundreds of pages long that must be literally translated 
into 27 languages? This question may seem technical. It 
is, in fact, of crucial importance, in my opinion, and has 
not been sufficiently thought out. If I were to oversee 
the creation of a European Constitution, I would call 
upon a great writer to produce a short text and leave the 
details to implementation treaties. I would not attempt 

to translate the text literally but have it recreated in each 
language based on the genius of that language. Didn’t 
Baudelaire say when translating Edgar Allen Poe, “Only 
a poet can translate a poet?”

One day, in the United States, I found a bilingual edition of 
Mallarmé’s poems. Mallarmé’s work is already somewhat 
hazy in French! In fact, the “translator” had composed new 
poems with thoughts equivalent to those in the original, 
but expressed in the genius of the English language.

In my view, that is an avenue worth exploring, especially 
in the light of what I was trying to say about culture. I 
hope that in future sessions of the World Policy Confer-
ence we will pay more attention to the cultural, and even 
anthropological, foundations of governance. 

Finally, the last point I would like to address is the issue 
of global versus regional. 

“Regional” has two meanings: regional from above and 
regional from below. During the last mini-session, we 
discussed –certainly much too quickly– the issue of re-
gional from below, which deserves further attention. But 
what I would like to talk about now is the question of re-
gional from above. We generally agree that many global 
governance problems should be managed at a regional 
rather than international level. Why should the Security 
Council directly handle East Timor or any other cri-
sis occurring in an obscure corner of the world foreign 
to most people? To illustrate this remark, let me point 
out that hardly anyone who became passionate about 
Chechnya after the fall of the Soviet Union previously 
knew anything about the existence of the Chechens or 
the complexity of the Caucasus.

Conflicts should be settled at the regional level if at all 
possible. This common sense remark refers to what the 
European Union calls the “subsidiarity principle.” Ha-
ving said that, I come to a basic difficulty of a geopolitical 
nature in the most profound sense of the term, leading 
us back to culture and ideology: how do we define re-
gions? During the session on security, the statement was 
justifiably made that India should play a more prominent 
role in world governance. The Kashmir conflict mobili-
ses considerable resources. As a result, Pakistan refuses to 
redeploy the forces it needs to fight the Taliban on its 
Western flank, making it all the more difficult to stabilise 
Afghanistan. Complicating the picture is Afghanistan’s 
other large neighbour, Iran, which is largely at odds with 
the “international community,” mainly because it wants 
to cross the nuclear threshold, possibly to produce nuclear 
weapons, now possessed by Israel and Pakistan. Does that 
mean we must include India if we are to define a Middle 
East region based on the objective of good governance?



This question of how to appropriately define regions is 
very sensitive and deserves more thorough exploration 
on the part of all those who aim to advance thinking on 
global governance.

Among the subjects we did not address during this confe-
rence, despite a very full schedule, is digital technology. We 
undoubtedly overlooked other topics as well and I would 
be grateful to you for any suggestions you may have.

The time has come to conclude the conference. The 
World Policy Conference process will naturally conti-
nue and I hope to expand it. I also would like to see as 
many of you as possible stay involved.

I wish to warmly thank all of those who made this beau-
tiful conference in Marrakech possible. Several teams 
took part: the Ifri staff, of course, with great devotion and 
commitment. And the Moroccan teams, which played a 
decisive role in our success. All deserve our appreciation.

I am especially grateful to our sponsors, without whom 
none of this would have been possible. I hope that we 
lived up to the confidence they showed in us.

I would like to conclude by acknowledging the interpre-
ters. I know they did a remarkable job.

Lastly, ladies and gentlemen, I want to thank all of you 
for participating in the discussions and making them as 
valuable as they were. 
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Learning to Speak Anew in a Tribal World
By William Pfaff, International Herald Tribune, November 5, 2009

MARRAKECH, Morocco – The international conversation among foreign policy-
makers and political specialists (on the Western side of the world, at least) has since 
the Cold War and the Second World War tended to be Anglophone and something 
of an American monologue.

There has been a perfectly good reason for that, at least on the Western side of the Cold 
War, since ambitious young politicians, officials and military men from Europe and  
elsewhere went to the United States to study after 1945, and the U.S. government conscien-
tiously subsidized many scholarships and overseas policy studies centers.

There wasn’t the same traffic the other way across the Atlantic by young and ambitious 
Americans. This is why, until gen. Charles de gaulle came back to power in France 
in 1958, Western Europe was an Atlanticist and Anglophone bastion. This now is 
changing.

I use the terms Anglophone or English-speaking rather than the usual French and 
Continental expression Anglo-Saxon, meaning Anglo-American. That term is still 
widely used in Europe, but erroneously, as Anglo-Saxon actually means a (german) 
Saxon in England.

The Saxons and Angles were germanic tribes who took over England in the 5th 
century –together with the Jutes; but we won’t go into the Jutes, since they were a 
Low german tribe. Saxony, today, is High german, and, in any case, all of them, once 
settled in England, were in 1066 taken over by the French Normans –who, of course, 
were really Scandinavians.

The point of this digression is that political domination progresses and changes, and 
something like this is happening today.

I’m not aware of any modern Americans who think of themselves as descending from 
Angles or Jutes –and certainly not from the French, even the Norman French; to do that 
on the recent American political scene might be considered un-American.

(Barack Obama, on the presidential campaign trail, did not face the accusation of 
being French, as John Kerry did four years before, even though the Kerrys are presu-
mably Celts, from Ireland, which one would think OK for an American to be. For a 
hundred years now, all the football players at the University of Notre Dame, wherever 
their parents happened to come from, have been Fighting Irish.)

It might seem that the world today, in an era of terrorism, would be becoming more 
rather than less tribal than it was in the early post-Second World War years. Woodrow 
Wilson, in 1919, had thought it would be good for all the Europeans to have their own 
nationalistic little countries. This made an enormous amount of trouble and helped 
bring on the Second World War. Slobodan Milosevic, in tearing apart Wilson’s united 
Yugoslavia in the late 1980s and the 1990s, was making a start toward a Third World 
War. Some terrorists have the same thing in mind.

At Marrakech, a new version of the international policy conversation has been taking 
place. It is called the World Policy Conference. It has been created by France’s (unoffi-
cial) Institut Francais des Relations Internationales and is meant to become an annual 
affair devoted to the proposition that the world has arrived at a point when serious 
things have to be done to strengthen international institutions of governance.

The principal speakers at last week’s meeting were officials or scholars from Brazil, Saudi 
Arabia, Japan, Turkey, Togo, Bolivia, South Korea, India, Israel, Algeria, Egypt, Senegal, 
Mexico and Mongolia, with a considerable unofficial Russian presence.

The usual European governments were prominently represented at official or semioffi-
cial levels, as well as the IMF, the Arab League, the International Energy Agency –but 
curiously enough, not the United States, despite a “high-level” commitment.

The United States today is widely perceived as a large part of the current world pro-
blem. Today, the effort is how to cultivate new institutions of international coope-
ration and “governance.” Washington used to do it all alone, but a major part of the 
world is restless.

People speak of a “multipolar world,” and the reason that Europeans are leading the 
effort to develop the new international dialogue is simply that the European Union now 
is seen globally as the modern model for democratic international institutions.

© 2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
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Diplomatic Memo;  
Europe Still Likes Obama, But Doubts Creep In 
By Steven Erlanger, The New York Times, November 2, 2009

MARRAKECH, Morocco – The election of Barack Obama as president seemed to 
most Europeans to be unadulterated good news, marking an end to the perceived unila-
teralism and indifference to allied views of former President george W. Bush. 

But nine months into Mr Obama’s presidency, trans-Atlantic relations are again clou-
ded by doubts. Europe and the United States remain at least partly out of sync on 
Afghanistan, the Middle East, Iran and climate change. 

Many Europeans argue that Mr Obama has not broken clearly enough with Bush 
administration policies that they dislike, while some Americans argue that the Euro-
peans are too passive, watching Mr Obama struggle with difficult issues, like Afgha-
nistan and the detention center at guantánamo Bay, without providing much subs-
tantive help. 

Many of these concerns will be central to the United States-European Union meeting 
in Washington beginning Tuesday that Mr Obama will lead, and they were the subject 
of debate at a World Policy Conference run by the French Institute of International 
Relations in Marrakesh over the weekend. 

Mr Obama remains popular with the European public, but a senior European official 
said that he was worried about an underlying disaffection. “It’s dangerous, because 
we must not get into a spiral of dissatisfaction on both sides,’’ he said. These genera-
lizations lack real substance, he said, but the criticism runs that “the U.S. thinks that 
Europeans don’t want to do anything to help and the Europeans feel that the U.S. is 
naïve and not delivering enough.’’ 

Another senior European official said that for “all the talk of multilateralism’’ and 
the European contribution of aid and NATO troops to the fight against the Taliban, 
which has brought more than 500 European deaths, Afghanistan remained an Ame-
rican show. “Europeans are sitting around waiting for Washington to decide what the 
Afghanistan policy is going to be,’’ he said. 

On Iran, Europeans, and especially the French, are concerned that Mr Obama could 
sacrifice the principle of preventing Tehran from enriching uranium –as demanded by 
the United Nations Security Council– to get what seems like an agreement for broad 
talks with Iran on regional and bilateral issues. 

President Nicolas Sarkozy of France went so far as to chide Mr Obama in public at 
the United Nations general Assembly in September, saying: “I support America’s 
outstretched hand. But what has the international community gained from these of-
fers of dialogue? Nothing but more enriched uranium and centrifuges.’’ 

A lot of the problem is the fault of the Europeans themselves, said Hubert Védrine, a 
former French Foreign Minister. “Europe for Obama is not a priority, not a problem and 
not a solution for his problems,’’ he said in an interview here. “Obama keeps a distance 
and has a kind of hauteur’’ with European leaders, Mr Védrine said. “But that’s not a 
sufficient reason for Europeans to act like spectators’’ as Mr Obama tries to cope with 
his challenges. “I think it’s necessary to help him,’’ he said. 

European nations have been slow to help Mr Obama with the major points on his 
agenda. They have so far agreed to take only a handful of detainees from the guantá-
namo detention center, which Mr Obama vowed to close within a year. And European 
countries that belong to NATO have also been slow to provide Mr Obama much 
extra help in Afghanistan, in part because many Europeans strongly oppose the war 
and Washington has not yet agreed upon a compelling new strategy to succeed in 
Afghanistan. 

Jean-David Levitte, Mr Sarkozy’s diplomatic counselor and former ambassador to 
the United States, said that Europe nonetheless remained Washington’s best ally. Mr  
Obama’s election was enthralling to Europeans, he said, “transforming the image of the 
United States in just several months.’’ He said, “We all feel a stake in the U.S.’’ 



    

           
          

       

Al Youm
Algeria • 29/10/09

elEconomista.es 
Spain • 1/11/09

El ex presidente de la Generalitat 
Jordi Pujol dicta esta tarde una 
conferencia en la II World Policy 
Conference, que se realiza desde 
el viernes hasta hoy domingo en 
Marraquech (Marruecos), donde 
hablará sobre el papel de las 
regiones. Según informaron a 
Europa Press fuentes de CiU, el 
congreso está organizado 
anualmente por el Institut 
Français des Relations Internatio-
nales (Ifri), una entidad de debate 
sobre los retos en el mundo, y 
que dirige Thierry Montbrial.

The New York Times 
United States • 1/11/09 

Many Europeans argue that Mr. Obama has 
not broken clearly enough with Bush adminis-
tration policies that they dislike, while some 
Americans argue that the Europeans are too 
passive, watching Mr. Obama struggle with 
difficult issues, like Afghanistan and the 
detention center at Guantánamo Bay, without 
providing much substantive help. Many of 
these concerns will be central to the United 
States-European Union meeting in Washing-
ton beginning Tuesday that Mr. Obama will 
lead, and they were the subject of debate at a 
World Policy Conference run by the French 
Institute of International Relations in 
Marrakech over the weekend.

РИА Новости 
Russia • 30/10/09 

Маргарита Кислова. Представители 30 стран 
мира, а также международных организаций, бизнесмены, 
эксперты и исследователи обсудят на Второй конференции 
по глобальному управлению (World Policy Conference/WPC) 
вопросы мировой политики во всех аспектах, включая 
геополитический, экономический и экологический, 
сообщает в субботу марокканское агентство МАП.

Les Afriques 
Switzerland • 1/11/09

Thierry de Montbrial, président de 
l’Institut français des relations interna-
tionales, parle de l’ONU, du FMI, de la 
Banque mondiale et de la Françafri-
que… A l’occasion de la deuxième 
édition du World Policy Conference, tenu 
du 30 au 1er novembre à Marrakech, en 
présence de représentants de 33 pays, 
nous avons rencontré Thierry de 
Montbrial, président fondateur. 

Xinhua
China • 31/10/09

The second World Policy Conference (WPC) started in the Moroccan 
city of Marrakech Friday with the participation of representatives of 
30 countries from the world, state news agency MAP reported. This 
year's edition of the event gathers over 120 delegates from different 
countries, organizers said. Meanwhile, major international firms 
will take part in the event, especially those being active in the 
energy, finance, health, industry and development sectors.

Le Figaro 
France • 2/11/09

La France a des idées pour rénover la gouvernance mondiale. 
Jean-David Levitte, le conseiller diplomatique du président 
Sarkozy, les a exposées samedi soir à Marrakech dans le 
cadre de la 2e World Policy Conference (WPC), qui a réuni plus 
de 120 participants venus de trente pays, à l’initiative de 
l’Institut français des relations internationales (Ifri).
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Kuwait News Agency
Kuwait • 29/10/09

 
                

한승수 전 총리는 모로코 마라케쉬에서 개최되는 제2 차 세계정 
책회의(10.30-11.1)에 참석하여, ‘녹색성장’을 주제로 기조연설을 할 예정이며, 
동 회의 참석계기 2010년 한-스페인 수교60주년, 2011 년 한-포르투갈 수교50
주년을 앞두고 양국과의 우호협력관계 증진을 위 해 대통령특사로 
11.2(월)-6(금)간 포르투갈 및 스페인을 방문할 예정이다. ※ 세계정책회의
(World Policy Conference)는 프랑스 국제관계 연구소(IFRI)에서 주관
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nous avons rencontré Thierry de 
Montbrial, président fondateur. 

Xinhua
China • 31/10/09

The second World Policy Conference (WPC) started in the Moroccan 
city of Marrakech Friday with the participation of representatives of 
30 countries from the world, state news agency MAP reported. This 
year's edition of the event gathers over 120 delegates from different 
countries, organizers said. Meanwhile, major international firms 
will take part in the event, especially those being active in the 
energy, finance, health, industry and development sectors.

Le Figaro 
France • 2/11/09

La France a des idées pour rénover la gouvernance mondiale. 
Jean-David Levitte, le conseiller diplomatique du président 
Sarkozy, les a exposées samedi soir à Marrakech dans le 
cadre de la 2e World Policy Conference (WPC), qui a réuni plus 
de 120 participants venus de trente pays, à l’initiative de 
l’Institut français des relations internationales (Ifri).
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Al Marrakchia
Morocco • 10/10/09             : 
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Al Hayat
Saudi Arabia • 2/11/09
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Bernama
Malaysia • 1/11/09
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Kuwait News Agency
Kuwait • 29/10/09

 
                

한승수 전 총리는 모로코 마라케쉬에서 개최되는 제2 차 세계정 
책회의(10.30-11.1)에 참석하여, ‘녹색성장’을 주제로 기조연설을 할 예정이며, 
동 회의 참석계기 2010년 한-스페인 수교60주년, 2011 년 한-포르투갈 수교50
주년을 앞두고 양국과의 우호협력관계 증진을 위 해 대통령특사로 
11.2(월)-6(금)간 포르투갈 및 스페인을 방문할 예정이다. ※ 세계정책회의
(World Policy Conference)는 프랑스 국제관계 연구소(IFRI)에서 주관

            
Korea • 30/10/09





PARTNERS &
ORgANIZER



OCP Group has been providing phosphate, one of the 
three key nutrients used to fertilize soils, for more than 
80 years, and is a major contributor to the development 
of Morocco. It represents 15 to 20% of the total exports of 
the country and has an important social impact on 80 to 
100 000 families. It is a global company with assets on 4 
continents and commercial presence in 5 continents.

As the 5th largest publicly-traded integrated oil and gas 
company in the world and a major actor in the chemicals  
business, Total has operations in more than 13 countries  
on 5 continents with approximately 97 000 employees. 
The group’s strategy involves deploying a sustainable 
growth model combining the acceptability of its activities  
with a sustained program of profitable investments.

The Crédit Populaire du Maroc (CPM) is mainly in charge 
of fostering the development of all the SMEs, craft, indus- 
trial and service companies by the granting of short, me-
dium and long-term loans. It contributes to the deployment 
of savings, their use in the regions where they are collected 
and the promotion of local and banking activities.

World leader in building materials, Lafarge extracts  
resources from the heart of the earth to make materials 
to bring to the heart of life. Present in 79 countries, the 
Group responds to the world’s demand for housing and 
infrastructure and is driven by the needs of its customers,  
shareholders, local communities and architects.
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SPONSORS



 

The Figaro Group is a media company working on both paper and digital supports. 
It is led by Le Figaro, France’s best selling newspaper. It releases weekly magazines  
focused on investigation journalism, woman-trend and TV news. Lefigaro.fr is France’s  
leading news website. The group also includes sites dealing with sports, economics, 
weather forecast or classified advertisement.

 

L’Express is the leading newsmagazine on French market. Every week, its award- 
winning team of journalists investigate, uncover and make sense of the news,  
applying the values which led the founders, Françoise Giroud and Jean-Jacques 
Servan-Schreiber, close to 60 years ago: to be modern, opinionated, independent. 
Along with its highly successful website, L’Express now accompanies readers every 
minute of the day, providing insight and depth.

 

France 24 is the French international news channel broad-cast 
24/7 in 3 languages: French, English and Arabic. It gives a French 
perspective to international current events through diversity  
of opinion, debates and confrontation of viewpoints and is 
available on the main satellite positions and commercial feeds  
reaching more than 100 million households in Europe, Africa, the 
Middle East, Asia and the east coast of the United States.

 

Al Jazeera, which means “the Island” or “the Peninsula” in Ara-
bic, referring to the networks status as the only independent 
news network in the Middle East, is a television network head-
quartered in Doha, Qatar. Initially launched as an Arabic news  
and current affairs satellite TV channel with the same name,  
Al Jazeera has since then expanded into a network with several  
outlets, including the Internet and specialty TV channels in multi-
ple languages, and in several regions of the world.
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Novartis provides healthcare solutions that address the evolving needs of patients 
and societies and thus offers a diversified portfolio such as innovative medicines, 
cost-saving generic pharmaceuticals, preventive vaccines, diagnostic tools and 
consumer health products. Based in Basel, Switzerland, it is the only company with 
leading positions in each of these areas, employs approximately 99 000 full-time-
equivalent associates and operates in more than 140 countries around the world.

 

In June 2005, the Zinsou Foundation opened its doors in Cotonou, Benin. While at 
first mainly an exhibition space for African artists, it has expanded its horizons and 
activities over the past four years. The Foundation’s work now includes a variety of 
cultural, educational and social initiatives.  

 
 

EFG Group is an international banking group which is organized into two groups: 
EFG International which is a global private banking and asset management group 
headquartered in Zurich, Switzerland, and listed on the SIX Swiss exchange (EFGN); 
Eurobank EFG, which is one of the largest banking groups in Greece, listed on the 
Athens Stock Exchange (EUROB).

 

PricewatehouseCoopers is the major international firm providing industry-focused 
insurance, tax and advisory services for public and private clients. It refers to the 
network firms of PricewaterhouseCoopers International Limited, each of which is a 
separate and independent legal entity.

 

Mérieux Alliance, the family holding company of Alain Mérieux, comprises 4 companies  
dedicated to public health such as prevention, diagnostis, prognosis, treatment and 
clinical follow-up: Bio Mérieux and Transgene in France; Silliker and ABL Inc. in the 
United States. It employs 10 000 people worldwide.

 

Established in Trieste in 1831, Assicurazioni Generali is the parent company of an 
international group operative in 64 countries, with key operations concentrated 
in continental Europe. Over the years, the Group has expanded its operations in  
Central-Eastern Europe and in Asia and is the 3rd major European insurer.

MEDIAS
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Organizer
French Institute of International Relations

French Institute of International Relations (Ifri), created in 
1979 by Thierry de Montbrial, independent of any administra-
tive or political authorities, is a center of research and debate 
dealing with major international issues. In 2009, for the third 
consecutive year, Ifri is ranked by the University of Pennsyl-
vania as one of the top ten most influential think tanks in the 
world outside of the United States.

The Institute is comprised of over thirty full-time researchers 
and numerous visiting researchers, French and foreign. Their 
policy-oriented work is carried out in several regional and the-
matic research groups. Interactive and constructive dialogues 
are promoted between researchers, experts and decision-makers 
from both private and public sectors. Ifri organizes daily lectu-
res, international symposia and meetings with Heads of State 
or government, or eminent French and foreign personalities.

Ifri’s research and debate are published in the press and espe-
cially in its quarterly magazine Politique étrangère and annual 
report RAMSES. Its website,  www.ifri.org, is a rich data bank 
and the primary means to diffuse its activities. 

Ifri has assumed a European dimension with a branch in Brus-
sels, Ifri Bruxelles, launched in March 2005. Thanks to past 
experience, and an international team coming from all walks 
of life, covering a large range of topics, and linked to various 
international networks, Ifri is today a major prospective and 
policy-oriented European think tank.

Thierr y de Montbrial  
President

Song-Nim Kwon  
Advisor to the President

Nicolas de Germay 
Managing Director

 
Press/Media 
FD – Financial Dynamics France

Production of the event in Morocco 
LTB – Le Team-Briefing

Contact:

Dr. Song-Nim Kwon: +33 (0)1 40 61 72 81 
E-mail: kwon@worldpolicyconference.com
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