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Yoichi Suzuki

Adjunct fellow at the Japan Institute for International Affairs (JIIA)
Former Ambassador of Japan to France

Former Representative of the Government of Japan/Ambassador for International Economic Affairs and Chief
Negotiator of the Japan European Union Economic Partnership Agreement Negotiations and former
Ambassador to France.

He joined the Japanese Foreign Ministry in 1975. He was Deputy Permanent Representative of Japan to the
World Trade Organization (WTO) in Geneva, Director-General for Economic Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Japan, Japan’s G8 Foreign Affairs Sous Sherpa, Ambassador to Singapore, Ambassador to France,
Government Representative and Ambassador in charge of the Kansai region, Government Representative
/Ambassador for International Economic Affairs and Chief Negotiator for the Japan EU EPA from February
2017 to April 2018 and Special Assistant to the Foreign Minister from May 2018 to 2019. Mr. Suzuki chaired
the International Natural Rubber Council, the International Tropical Timber Council, the Regular Committee on
Agriculture of the WTO, the Trade Committee of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development in Paris. He also sat on a WTO Dispute Settlement Panel.

He received a law degree LL.B from Hitotsubashi University, Tokyo and is a graduate of the Ecole Nationale
d’Administration of France (ENA) (Promotion Michel de I'Hospital). He also taught briefly at the Institut
National des Langues et Civilisations Orientales of the University of Paris. He has among others published a
series of articles on WTO Negotiations in the journal “Gaiko Forum” and the review of the Japan Association
de International Economic Law.

He was awarded the French decoration “National Order of the Legion of Honour” with the grade of
“‘Commander” (L'ordre national de la Légion d’Honneur au grade de Commandeur) in 2016.



