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Friedbert Pfluger

Associé fondateur de Strategic Minds Company GmbH,
Directeur du European Cluster for Climate, Energy and
Resource Security (EUCERS) a I'Université de Bonn

Dr Friedbert Pfliger, former Deputy Minister (State Secretary) in the Ministry of Defence, was born in Hanover on
March 6, 1955. For over two decades, he has held leadership positions in politics, administration, business and
academia.

Friedbert Pfliger is founding partner of Strategic Minds Company (SMC) in Berlin and Chairman of the Internet
Economy Foundation (IEF). He is also co-partner of other firms such as Kurdish German European Business
Alliances (KGE) based in Erbil (North Iraq) and iconomy GmbH, based in Berlin. Additionally, Friedbert Pfliiger is
senior advisor to Roland Berger.

From 2009 to 2020, Friedbert Pfliiger served as Visiting Professor for international relations at the Department of
War Studies, King’'s College London, where he directed the renowned European Cluster for Climate, Energy and
Resource Security (EUCERS), which was transferred to the University of Bonn in 2020, where Pfliiger teaches
since then. He is also senior fellow of the Atlantic Council of the U.S., senior advisor to the World Energy Council’s
Global Gas Centre. He is Chairman of the Advisory Board “Zukunft Gas” (Future Gas), an association of the 140
companies dealing with gas and hydrogen along the value chain. Friedbert Pfliiger is author and editor of numerous
books and publishes on topics of energy and digital policy, among others in Handelsblatt, die ZEIT, Frankfurter

Allgemeine Zeitung, Internationale Politik, Energy Post.

Friedbert Pfliger studied Political Science, Economics and Constitutional Law in Géttingen, Bonn and Harvard,
where he also taught at the Center for International Affairs under the supervision of Samuel Huntington. In 1982,
he received his PhD under the supervision of Karl Dietrich Bracher in Bonn with a thesis on American foreign policy
(summa cum laude). In 1989, for three months he was visiting fellow at Hoover Institution, Stanford University. In
addition to his studies, he was National Chairman of CDU and CSU's student organization and member of the board

of the Junge Union, the youth organization of the Christian Democratic Party.

After his studies, between 1981 and 1989, Friedbert Pfliger worked for the Governing Mayor of Berlin and later the
German President, Richard von Weizséacker. Here, he became one of the closest confidants of the President: first
as speechwriter, later as chief of staff and press secretary. In 1990, Friedbert Pflliger was elected to the first unified
German Parliament, where he served until 2006, among others, as chair of the Committee for EU Affairs, Foreign

Policy Spokesperson of the CDU/CSU Parliamentary Group and Parliamentary State Secretary in the Ministry of


http://www.ie.foundation/
http://www.ie.foundation/
https://www.iconomy.partners/
http://rolandberger.de/
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/index.aspx
https://www.cassis.uni-bonn.de/de/forschung/forschungsvorhaben-beispiel
https://www.cassis.uni-bonn.de/de/forschung/forschungsvorhaben-beispiel
https://www.uni-bonn.de/de/
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/sspp/departments/warstudies/people/visiting/pfl%C3%BCger.aspx

WORED
POLICY

CONFERENCE

Defence during the first Merkel Government. For ten years each, he was deputy chair of the CDU of Lower Saxony
and Member of the Federal Board and the Executive Committee of the CDU respectively.

He holds various awards and decorations, e.qg. for his contribution to the Eastern enlargement of the EU and NATO
with the Polish, Bulgarian and Lithuanian Orders of Merit. Pflliger is also Commander of the Legion of Honour of

the French Republic as well as of the Royal Victorian Order of the United Kingdom.

Friedbert Pfliger lives in Berlin together with his wife, Sibylle Pfliiger, and his two children.



